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Year 9 Term 2 Matters of Life 

Key Words 
-----

___ C_o_nception • , · Foetus Fertilised ovum from ei ht weeks 

Fertility treatment Medical procedure to assist an infertile 
cou le to have a child • • 

Human genetic 

engineering 

The modification of gene make-up to 
chan e the features of a human 

!embryo II Fertilised ovum at about 12 -14 days when 
im lanted into the wall of the womb 

lln vitro fertilisation
___Q\,'F) 

A procedure in which eggs are removed
from a woman's ovaries and fertilised 

Embryology I ----

Euthana�a I 

Saviour siblings 

Sanctity of Life 

t 

The study of human embryos 

Assisted suicide; helping someone who is 
terminally ill to die 

A child conceived by IVF with pre
implantation genetic diagnosis to save the 
life of an Incurably ill sibling through the 
use of the cord blood 

I Quality of life 

I Sanctity of life 

Surrogacy 

Key Information 

Sanctity of life: meaning that all life is sacred 

A measure of fulfilment; how comfortable 
life Is 

Life is sacred because it is God-given 

Fertility treatment in which a woman's egg 
is fertilised artificially by another woman's 
partner or an embryo from another couple 
is created through IVF and then implanted 
into the 'host' woman. The woman carries 
the baby throughout pregnancy and gives it 
to the other cou le for adoption after birth 

Christians believe life is given by God so only God can take life away 
Buddhists believe in reincarnation and human life is the one where this cycle can be stopped and nirvana 
can be reached 
In all cultures, taking life is the most serious crime. 

Christian Beliefs: Genesis 1: 27 the Bible says: 'So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of 
God he created them; male and female he created them.' 
Exodus chapter 20: 13 or The 10 Commandments: "Thou shalt not kill" 

Ecclesiastes 3: 1-3 says 'There is a time for everything. A time to be born and a time to die •.• 
1

Religious Beliefs about Life 
and Death 

Many Christians believe that life begins at conception (when the sperm meets the egg}. This Embryo has 
the potential for life. They also believe that only God can give an take life. 

Buddhist Beliefs: The five precepts (guidelines for living): Precept 1. To not harming living things 
Compassion (karuna): helping someone in pain is better than doing the right thing and causing suffering 
Right Intention: your reasons are more important than your actions 

Science Starting Life 

Science Ending Life 

Rebirth and Karma: Our words, thoughts and deeds create energies which shape our future rebirths. We 
need to make sure these are positive 
Buddhists believe that life is special and must be protected as this is the only way humans can achieve 
enlightenment. They say that rebirth is as rare to be reborn as a single blind turtle swimming a huge ocean 
would surface with his head in a ring. 

IVF: a scientific method of making a woman pregnant which does NOT involve sex. Conception occurs via 
sperm and egg being placed into a test tube. 

1. Egg cells are taken from the mother.
2. The egg is mixed with a sperm sample to allow fertilisation.
3. The fertilised eggs are incubated(= kept warm) to let them grow for a few days
4. The embryo is implanted back into the mother. Hormone treatment will make her womb ready to

be pregnant. 
Artificial Insemination by Donor (AID} 

This involves a mother having her eggs fertilised by a donor, either because her husband is infertile or it's a 
same sex couple. DO NOT confuse this with AIDS!!! 
Artificial Insemination by Husband (AIH) 
The mother's eggs are fertilised using her husband's sperm. This is necessary if e.g. the woman has blocked 
fallopian tubes or the husband has a low sperm count making natural conception very difficult. 
Surrogacy: This is where another woman carries the pregnancy to full term for the couple. 
In the UK It is Illegal to pay someone to do this 

Euthanasia means 'gentle and easy death'. The term is used to describe the deliberate ending of a person's 
life for compassionate reasons because they are suffering, eg from a painful or Incurable disease. 
Euthanasia is illegal in the UK. 
Active euthanasia is where something is done to a person to make them die more quickly, this is illegal in 
the UK. Passive euthanasia is where any form of treatment that might extend a person's life is withdrawn 
(e.g. a life support machine is turned off) This is legally allowed in the UK, and so would not be called 
euthanasia. 
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