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This booklet is designed to support you when preparing for your PPE exams and your GCSE’s
in the summer. Specific subject information about your exam board, the papers you will
complete and topics you need to learn are included. Staff have also added information about
how you can prepare for these exams and we have added some techniques for revision.

In tutor time you will be shown how to use these techniques effectively, it is not an
exhaustive list of methods but is a starting point if you are not sure how to revise or your
current methods are not that effective.

Whatever you do, remember that you can only do best. Marginal gains add up to big gains at
the end and ultimately if you give your best in lessons, your best in homework and exam
preparation, you will do well,



Where? How?

When?

When?

Your revision needs to be planned around when your exams are. You need to have a revision
timetable that allows you to do revise all your subjects well ahead of the actual exams.

You need a copy of your exam timetable so that you can plan effectively and be prepared.

You should make sure you get plenty of sleep so you are not tired; you will remember more
and more quickly.

Your revision should start now. it is never too early.

Where?
Revision should take place where you are comfortable but that doesn’t mean in front of a TV.

A quiet well lit space, and a table where you can spread out your books, paper and materials
will set you up for purposeful revision.

How?

Everyone has a different way of remembering information. Active revision is shown to be
effective. Revision should be done in 45-60 minute chunks, 15 minute rest, and then start
again. Make a conscious effort to commit the information to memory.



Mind Maps

2. Add branches, these flow
out from your central idea

and will be key points.
—

1. Start with a central idea, this
the starting point of your

mind map and goes in the
middle and is what you are
going to explore.

4. Use colour coding to match
your branches. Add images to
heip you remember.

3. From your branches add key
words, or use them to chunk
themes and knowledge.

BUG the question.

Box the command word.

Underline the subject content.

Glance back at the question as you write
the answer.



Revision / Key Cards.

You don’t have to buy postcards. You can use coloured card or paper. Teachers will quite
happily give you this.

1. Keep the writing short, keep to short phrases.

2. You can use colour or pencil, using pencil can allow you to add mare information
later.

You can use picture cards.

4. You can write questions and their answers.

b

Incomplete examples are shown below, so you know how to get started.
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Post it notes

Using post it notes comes with a warning.
Check with whoever is at home that it is ok to use them.

Don’t overuse them.

Instructions.
1. Write key facts or quotes on your post it note.
2. Place the post it notes at key points you go to.

- For example the mirror, the alarm clock, the
remate control, the back of your phone.
3. Once you know the fact, change for some new
ones.




Fishbone strategy

This is useful if you are revising cause and effect, in history, geography or science.

Use a particular effect as a starting point. This allows you to generate your list of causes that
feed into an effect.

Itis similar to a mind map but allows you to focus in more detail on a topic.

Draw a fish skeleton, like the one below, and place the effect at the tip of the skeleton.
The four bold lines represent the main causes.

The smaller horizontal lines add the detail to the main bones.
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Using Exam questions.

Use past exam questions, previous assessments, or download exam questions from the exam
board. See your teacher if you aren’t sure about this.

Place the exam question in the middle of a piece of paper A5 paper. Write down ‘What you
already know’ about this subject.

Now glue it onto a bigger piece of paper with the title “What the exam board want me to
know’. Use you checklist or specification to help you complete this.

Now place on A3 paper and using a revision guide, exercise book or other appropriate
resources write down the information to the answer from the exam board section.

Look at the two examples on the next pages to help you.
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Story Board

Sequence Ideas through a story board. Each sketch shows a key idea or significant moment.
You don’t need to be a great artist. A quick sketch is fine.

ProjectName: Page: of

By: Date:
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Mnemonic

Create a rhyme to help you help remember a set of facts.

Richard of York gave battle in vain

Book Mark

Make a book mark with key points, facts or quotes you need to learn written on them for the
book or magazine you are reading. Every time you read for pleasure, go over the key facts on
your book mark.

12
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