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As we reach the end of an action packed term, I hope that the newsletter gives you a flavour of the last few 
weeks in school and the vast range of opportunities afforded to students.

This term our Year 11 students have completed their exams and had 
a fantastic Prom, shown later in the newsletter.  They are now looking 
towards receiving their results in August and moving on to sixth form, 
vocational colleges and apprenticeships.  I wish them every success 
and look forward to hearing great things of them in the future.  

Over the past six months it has been a real privilege to be entrusted 
with leading Ash Manor School and I am very much looking forward 
to the years ahead, working alongside the students, staff and families 
to ensure that our school delivers the best possible education for the 
young people who attend it.  

I hope that all of our students have an enjoyable, relaxing and safe summer break and return in September 
ready for the challenges and opportunities the next year will bring.

Ms A Bailey
Headteacher

Welcome

Art, Design and Technology Exhibition
The ADT department 
organised an exhibition 
and private viewing of the 
amazing Year 11 GCSE course 
work and exam pieces. The 
work included final pieces and 
sketchbooks from the Fine Art, 
Photography, Product Design, 
Food and Resistant Materials 
courses.

 Parents, students, staff and 
Govenors came for the private viewing and commented on how creative, talented and commited our 
students are as well as noting the excellent work put in by the staff. 

Teachers from the Art and Tech departments also took their Key Stage 3 and 4 students on tours of the 
exhibition to inspire them for the future! 

Year 6 students and 
had the opportunity to 
experience the exhibition 
during Open Evening. 
Huge congratulations to 
all of our ADT students 
for their commitment 
and talent. A very special 
thank you goes to Mr 
Henry for planning the 

event.

Mrs J Wilson 



Our Year 7 students took the early 5:45am start on Friday 8th of July in their stride as the coach departed 
Ash Manor School for Boulogne. Situated within the Opal Coast in the north of France this is a truly beautiful 
place to explore.

Upon our arrival in Boulogne-Sur-Mer, 
we visited la Boulangerie Pâtisserie Le 
Fournil De Boulogne. Students were able 
to make their own croissants and observe 
the process by which baguettes and baps 
are made. Delivered to eight of the nine 
major supermarkets in France, these baked 
goods looked delicious!  After the tour and 
workshop, students sampled their own 
creations and demolished the whole batch 
in record time!

The coach then headed to the old town in 
which students experienced the true heart 
of France buying berets by the dozen and 
crêpes avec du sucre et du chocolat.

Last but by no means least, we travelled to 
the largest shopping centre in Europe to get 
those last minute gifts for mums and dads 
and of course some more chocolate and 
croissants. 

A long coach ride back was nothing for the 
Ash Manor contingent who represented the 
school in its best colours and did the school 
proud across the channel.

Thank you to everyone involved.
Merci bien à tous!

Miss Symonds and the MFL Team.

Year 7 MFL trip to Boulogne

02

This year has seen Ash Manor working with the Linden 
Centre to provide a group of our Year 10 students 
with some vocational opportunities. Students have 
been able to study for qualifications in Construction, 
Hairdressing and Floristry.

The students participating have been able to excel 
in the courses that have offered a balance between 
academic study and ‘hands on’ experience. All the 
staff have been impressed with the outcomes that the 
students have achieved and are always delighted to see 
the fruits of their labour. 

During a morning working with the students Ms Bailey 
was able to see first-hand the dedication and skill that 
these young people have towards their studies in these 
areas.

Developing Vocational Skills



Leaving Ash Manor School, we set out walking through Ash to join the footpath that runs alongside the canal. 
On our walk we saw a variety of wildlife including two swans with their cygnets! One student undertook the 
role of tour guide and kept us entertained with his remarks about the surroundings.

Arriving at the Visitor Centre at Mytchett, students 
welcomed the time to rest in the tranquil 
environment. It wasn’t long however before students 
were keen to test out their scientific skills and try 
pond dipping whilst we took turns to go out in 
groups with friendly canal expert Ken on a guided 
boat tour. He gave the students an insight into the 
importance of canals in history and even provided 
the opportunity for students and teachers to steer 
the narrowboat! 

After the day’s activities and some time to bask in the 
sunshine, we headed back along the canal to school. 
All in all a beautiful relaxing day in the sunshine! 

Mrs Fields

C H A L L E N G E  W E E K :

Basingstoke Canal Trip
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C H A L L E N G E  W E E K

‘Europe Day’ was a day to celebrate 
everything European. We began 
by brainstorming ideas for our 
final piece which we decided was 
going to be a mural for the MFL 
department. Ideas were flowing left, 
right and centre and the hardest 
decision was to choose which 
design to follow. 

Hours later and with over 11 
different colours on the mural, we 
created our interpretation of what it 
means to be a country in Europe. 

Our masterpiece is still in progress 
however we have made a strong 
start to the creative process. Make 
sure that you check it out when it 
hangs in pride of place in the MFL 
department.

Thanks to all involved.

Miss Symonds

C H A L L E N G E  W E E K :

Europe Day
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On a warm sunny Monday 
evening a band of students 
and staff set off on the long 
journey to Puy du Fou in 
western France. Puy du 
Fou is a theme park with a 
difference, you travel into 
different time zones where 
you watch a spectacularly 
stage managed show. We 
began by entering a Roman 
amphitheatre and listening 
to the crowds cheer the 
entry of the triumphant 
procession demonstrating 
the conquests of Rome. 
Then the games began with 
Gladiatorial combat, displays 
of wild animals and chariot 
racing to entertain the 
crowds. The next time zone 
saw an attack on a village 
by the Vikings. The long ship emerging out of the water was a magnificent site. The flames, as the village 
was attacked, added to the atmosphere. During the day we also experienced a recreated First World War 
trench, the horses of the Musketeers performing on a water drenched stage and the legend of King Arthur 
and the Knights of the Roundtable. The end of the day saw a remarkable light and music show performed 
on the lake in the middle of the park. We then began the long journey home, but had experienced a truly 
remarkable ‘theme park’.

Mr Matthews

C H A L L E N G E  W E E K :

Trip to Puy du Fou

A creative and fun day 
was had by the students 
as they turned their 
hand to creating stained 
glass. After taking a look 
at the science of the art, 
the students set about 
creating their intricate 
designs. A steady hand 
and patience was 
required to produce 
their masterpieces and 
all the students involved 
could be rightfully 
proud of what they had 
created.

Miss Woodyer

C H A L L E N G E  W E E K :

Creating Stained Glass
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Year 10 Art students went on a guided tour of Street Art and Graffiti around Shoreditch in London on Monday 
of Challenge Week. They saw examples of work by many well-known artists such as Banksy and Obey and 
actually saw one at work (Mr Cinz) on a new piece. A beautifully hot day in the city that the students found 
really inspiring.

Returning to school after the trip students were able to turn their hand to examples of street art themselves. 
Using the inspiration of these dynamic pieces of art, students were able to use a range of techniques and 
materials to make their own bold statements.

The level of skill needed to produce the work was a real pleasure to see and testament to the students’ 
creativity along with the Art Department’s hard work and guidance. Be sure to look for the students’ work on 
display over the coming weeks. 

Miss Maddison

C H A L L E N G E  W E E K :

Street Art

During this activity in Challenge Week, students were 
able to explore the rich diversity and cultural significance 
of street food. Moving out of the food technology rooms 
students create a range of tasty treats that drew a crowd 
of food tasters. From savoury snacks to sweet treats all 
the dishes were devoured with relish with many people, 

mainly teachers, coming back 
for more.

A huge thank you must go 
out to the Art, Design and 
Technology department for 
putting together such a great 
activity and we hope that 
the students will be inspired 
to continue exploring and 
creating such original and tasty 
delicacies in the future.

Miss Laughton

C H A L L E N G E  W E E K :

Street Food
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A day for budding Bear Grylls and those looking for the love of the great outdoors drew a small and committed 
group of students. The range of 
activities included constructing 
shelters and cooking by camp fire 
along with team bonding activities. 
Leading the activity, Mr Banner was 
able to share his experiences from 
his time in the army to give students 
an insight on how to survive off the 
simple things.

All the students really enjoyed 
themselves and are excited about 
putting their new skills and 
confidence into action. We hope 
that many of them will be inspired 
in to joining the school’s extensive 
Duke of Edinburgh programme or to 
showcase their talents on the next 
family camping trip!

Miss Griffiths

C H A L L E N G E  W E E K :

Survival Skills

One of the interesting and unusual opportunities from Challenge Week was the 
chance for students to be a teacher for a day.

The students started the day by going 
through the different elements that 
make up an excellent lesson and 
learning some best practice from some 
outstanding teachers. The next step was 
to identify exactly what these budding 
teachers wanted to teach to their 
group. The ideas and activities were 
then honed and practised amongst 
themselves. 

It was then time to put the theory 
into reality. The students travelled 
to local primary and infant schools to see if they could cut 
the ‘educational mustard’. Early nerves quickly faded away as 
the students delivered an array of interesting and stimulating 
sessions. 

This activity really gave our students an insight into the hard 
work needed to be a teacher but also the enormous fun and 
fulfilment it can offer. A tiring day finished with broad smiles 
both for the teachers and their pupils. We would like to say a 
huge thank you to Walsh and St Pauls in supporting us with 
‘Teacher for a Day’ and look forward to building on this for 
the future.

Miss Grahame

C H A L L E N G E  W E E K :

Teacher for a day!



During Challenge Week, the Science department ran 3 days of trips to the 
world renowned London Zoo. Starting at Aldershot station the students and 
staff travelled into Waterloo and across London to the zoo. The students’ 
behaviour on public transport was exemplary and the first lesson of the day, 
standing on the right on the escalators, was the first of many. 

On arriving at the zoo the students took part in a range of fascinating 
and informative workshops on 
the work that the zoo does in 
supporting endangered species 
as well as putting much of their 
biology lessons into a real life 
context.

The students then had the 
opportunity to explore the many 
different enclosures and come face to face with a range of wildlife. 
The Gorillas and the new tiger cub were a big hit and everyone 
searched for the Harry Potter plaque in the reptile house.

After a long day the students and staff wearily caught the train home after an excellent day.

Miss Smith07

C H A L L E N G E  W E E K :

A Day Out at the Zoo
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Thank goodness for the students at the start of the day!  Georgia worked 
out how to work the ticket machine at the station and Callum was an ace at 
working out trains and platforms.  Romany kindly, walked at the back to make 
sure we all kept together and we all arrived safe and sound for our day out in 
south London.

At Wimbledon we walked up 
and down Wimbledon Hill to 
the All England Lawn Tennis 
club.  After photos in front of 
the Fred Perry statue and the 
entrance to Centre Court we 
sat in the Terrace Bar to have a 
well-earned drink.
  

Then we walked 
back down to 
Wagamama’s in 
Wimbledon for lunch – Chicken Katsu all round 
and for some the first time using chopsticks.  
Anna kindly gave some a lesson in best practice 
and Neave reminded us that to stab our food 
with the chopstick is extremely rude as it 
signifies killing someone!  

Refreshed and renewed 
by lunch, we wandered 
back up the hill to the 
Buddhapadipa Buddhist 
Temple.  We met a very 
kindly monk and spent 
an hour in the Temple 
learning about the 
life of the Buddha and 

meditating.  The monk taught us Thai style using repetition and 
actions to describe the Five Precepts and the Four Noble Truths.  
After this Rosemarie and Anna suggested a walk around the 
peaceful monastery gardens.  It was interesting to see all the nuns 
meditating and observing silence. 

Finally we walked 
back down the hill 
and took a detour via Starbucks for Frappuccino’s – another 
first for many. Home on the train, tired from all the walking 
but full of stories of the many things we had done for the first 
time that day. 

Miss Moore

C H A L L E N G E  W E E K :

Wimbledon Temple Trip
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The final day of Challenge Week saw the Fair come to Ash Manor. As the students 
arrived at school they were greeted with a field filled with fun and amusement. 
Students were able to let off steam on the multitude of inflatable rides and attractions 
as well as partaking in traditional favourites such as the coconut shy and hook a duck, 
to name but a few. 

It was a real pleasure to see the students coming together and celebrating a 
successful week of activities. One of the highlights was the superb face painting stall 
with the Art Department creating an array of weird and wonderful creations for staff 
and students alike. 

With the weather being kind it was a wonderful way to finish the week and we truly 
look forward to what next year will bring.

Miss Maddison 

C H A L L E N G E  W E E K :

All the Fun of the Fair

On Tuesday 7th June, 10 of our most gifted Linguists from year 8 along 
with Miss Symonds hit the road for a day at Southampton University via the 
minibus experience.

The day, entitled “Abled Linguists’ Day” did not disappoint. For the first part, 
AMS students were in groups with students from other schools according 
to their First language (for our students it was French).  For their challenge 
they had to design an item of “wearable technology” based on a recent 
development by the University, known as the “chargeable dress”, in which 
the garment has been modified to be able to charge a smartphone. Our 
students came up with a whole host of ideas including WIFI emitting glasses 
and converse boots; an electronic dress as well smart-watches and charge 
emitting headphones – all very exciting. 

For the second part of the day, students took part in taster sessions in 
different languages including: Russian, Italian, Portuguese, Polish, Japanese, 
Bulgarian, Chinese and Latvian. Students experienced what it was like to 
learn these languages in a university environment and also had a talk by the 
Dean of Admissions for Languages at undergraduate level. This talk certainly 
sparked a curiosity for many students about the opportunities for study in 
higher education.

Overall, an exciting and busy day and as expected, Ash Manor 
students represented and did both themselves and the school proud. 
Congratulations to all involved.

Miss Symonds and the AMS Linguists.

Linguist’s MAGT University Visit



Silver Expedition 

The Year 11 Silver Duke of Edinburgh students met on an overcast 
Monday morning.  The assessment expedition is the culmination 
of the hard work the students have put in prior.

The students took the train to Brokenhurst where they began their 
expedition.  Generally speaking the weather was fine throughout, 
with the occasional shower.

The students trekked across the New Forest to Ocknell, which was 
the campsite for the first night.  Following a peaceful night’s sleep 
they continued on their trek, skirting around Lyndhurst before 
arriving at the Adhurst campsite.  Here some of the students had 

horses trying to pinch their food but it did provide a great opportunity 
for a horse selfie.

On the final day the students awoke to stunning sunshine.  They 
quickly packed their tents away, prepared breakfast before successfully 
completing the expedition by walking back to Lyndhurst.

The students should be incredibly proud of their achievements not just 
in the expedition section but across the whole award.

Bronze Training

The strength of the Ash Manor Duke of Edinburgh programme was clear for all to see as over 50 of our Year 
8s participated in the Bronze training walk. 

The students spent a day preparing for the expedition with sessions on camp-craft, first aid, navigation and 
the all-important tent erecting. These session were both informative and vital in preparing the students for 
the day ahead.

The morning of the expedition saw the students bussed out to 
their starting points and quickly the different groups began to 
bond and work together as teams. On reaching the campsite the 
students and staff were in good spirits and stories of the day’s 
adventures were passed around the campfire. 

After a good night’s sleep the camp was packed up and the walk 
back to school began. It was a real pleasure to see the smiling, if a 
little tired faces, finish off their walk. 

A massive thank you must go out to the wonderful students 
who put in so much hard work as well as the dedicated team of 
staff for providing this opportunity to so many.

Mr Baines

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
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Students aged 12 to 16 years took part in the ‘Feel the Music’ talent contest on the night of Tuesday 5th July.  
The whole event was organised by students in Year 10 at Ash Manor School.

The students are responsible for planning and 
running the whole event: marketing, selling tickets, 
recruiting and auditioning competitors, decorating 
and organising the venue, stage and sound 
production and managing the event on the night.

This event forms part of their National Certificate of 
Further Education (NCFE) Music Award which the Year 
10 students involved are all working towards.  The 
money raised covers the cost of the event, so students 
need to budget carefully, with any profits going back 
into the music department to buy extra equipment.

The whole event is a collaborative and fantastic opportunity for the whole school to get involved by either 
taking part or coming along to support the acts. The quality of the performances are exceptional.  This year, 

as well as singers and bands 
there was also a violinist and 
an Elvis Impersonator!  The 
performances were enjoyed 
by students, staff and parents.

The event is always judged by 
a team of experts from within 
the music industry.  This year 
the judges were:  Siobhan  
Omoruyi - international 
Gospel singer, Stuart Proven 
- Eagle Radio DJ and New 
Music talent scout and Joel 
Balmer - professional freelance 

composer and musician.

The competition this year was won by Alice Geary who 
sang ‘Happy’.  Asked after the event how she felt about 
winning, Alice said ‘Shocked; everyone was really good 
so I was really shocked when they chose me’.

This event is a real testament to the hard work 
of the students who organise it and the talent of 
the students who take part in the competition.  
It’s always a fantastic evening for everyone 

involved and the performances and talent of 
the students at the school is exceptional.

Miss Matthews

Feel the Music 2016



Friday 8th July saw Ash Manor’s final Personal 
Development Day for this academic year. We 
were incredibly lucky to have a group of visitors 
in to support the year 10 Aspiration day as well as 
representatives from Merrist Wood, Farnborough 
and Farnham College.  

Our year 7 had the fantastic opportunity to go on 
the day trip to Boulogne to immerse themselves in 
French culture and develop their language skills. In 
school, a year 7 French culture day saw chocolate 
making, app designing and competitive building 
of French monuments and structures with the Art 
team. 

Year 8 were focusing on ‘war and peace’ and had 
a brilliant range of sessions with the Humanities 
and English teams looking at war poetry, conflict 
and having the chance to learn from staff who had 
previously been deployed to Afghanistan and Iraq. 

Healthy relationships 
was the theme for our 
year 9 students who 
had an interesting day 
learning about mind-set 
and the importance of 
mental wellbeing as well 
as healthy relationships 
with the self. They 
also looked at healthy 
relationships with 
others and took part in 
some really engaging 

drama sessions and 
role play. The day 
culminated with a 
market place session 
with summaries and 
feedback to each other 
about the day. 

Year 10 Aspiration 
day saw year 10 take 
part in a sport session 
where a range of new 
and exciting sports 
were experienced including goal ball, walking 
blindfolded football and ultimate Frisbee. They also 
had the chance to attend a careers fayre where 
a range of guests were doing short talks about 
their experiences in education and the workplace 
and hosting question and answer sessions for 

the students. The day was completed with 
talks from college staff and students and 
there was the opportunity to pick up some 
prospectuses and invites to upcoming 
college events.  

My greatest thanks to everybody from the 
local and wider school community who have 
given both time and resources to supporting 
Ash Manors Personal Development days this 
year. If you feel that you are able to support 
with these days next year, please do not 
hesitate to get in contact with me at: 
araeburn@ashmanorschool.com

Alice Raeburn 

At the time of this newsletter 
going to press we received the 
first pictures from the Kenya 
expedition. Mr Baines, Miss 
Williams, Miss Raeburn and the 
team were dropped off early 
in the morning at Heathrow 
Airport to catch the flight they 
had all been looking forward to 
for the last 2 years. 

The group arrived safely in the 
early hours and spent their first 
few days exploring Nanyuki 
followed by a trip to the 
equator. From there the team 
will travel out to work on the 
school project that Ash Manor 
started to support 2 years ago. 
The final leg of the trip will see 
them undertake a 5 day climb 
of Mount Kenya.

We look forward to sharing their stories and pictures with you in our next Newsletter.

The First Images of the Kenya Expedition 
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Personal Development Day 5
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The 27-degree hot sun was the perfect back-drop for our day trip to Portsmouth. Upon our arrival to 
Portsmouth Harbour Station from Aldershot, we went up the Emirates’ sponsored Spinnaker Tower to the 
third deck, a staggering 110 metres in the air. 
From here, we went on to explore the outlet 
centre that is Gunwharf Quays and indulged 
in goodies from these shops, including 
ice-creams. We then moved to the Historic 
Dockyard centre where we explored the HMS 
Victory. This is not a boat for a tall person with 
small ceilings and steep stairs that were scary 
to climb down. We finished our day on the 
pebbled beach and finally embarked upon 
our journey home, arriving back at Aldershot 
station after a tiring but fun packed and 
informative day.

Thank you to all involved.

Miss Symonds and Ms Field.

Day Trip to Portsmouth

STEM Visit to Woking College
Well done to the six Ash Manor students from Years 8 and 9 who took part in the Surrey Science and 
Technology Challenge at Woking College.

Our pupils had a great day, working in teams with pupils 
from other schools on a series of challenges including: 
programming LE90 Mindstorm Robots; designing and 
building vehicles to race; using police software to construct 
a photo fit image from a crime scene; and diagnosing the 
health of a patient.  The challenges were run by bright, 
engaging undergraduates and the students had an 
opportunity to ask them questions about going to university 
and studying STEM subjects.  The day concluded with an 
inspiring talk from a Formula 1 Engineer from McLaren.  

Two of our students, Ryan O’Mahony and Lewis May were members of the overall winning team and now 
have the opportunity to represent Surrey at the next event at Kings College, London in December.  

Congratulations and good luck!
Dr T Nimmons



July the 4th saw our annual celebration 
of the end of Year 11 with our school 
prom. The venue for this year was 
the beautiful Warbrook House in 
Eversley. This provided a suitably grand 
backdrop to a wonderful evening. The 
evening started with the traditional 
cavalcade of interesting and unique 
modes of transport. Which this year 
saw a whole range from: a Vintage Rolls 
Royce; American muscle car; stretch 
limos through to ‘Mabel’ the fire engine; 
a World War 2 jeep and a plumbers van!

All of the students looked absolutely 
fantastic and it was clear how much 
time and effort had been put into their wonderful 
outfits. The evening then moved to into the venue 
where students and staff had the opportunity to 
reminisce and reflect on the previous 5 years, enjoy 
the delicious spread and most importantly dance 
the night away.

The evening concluded with an emotional farewell 
speech from Miss Street, who has been their Head 
of Year throughout their time at Ash Manor and the 
awarding of prizes, including the coveted Prom King 
and Queen.

Year 11 Prom
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It was a wonderful evening and a fitting way for the Year 11s to finish their time here with us at Ash Manor.

Mr R Milner
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On Wednesday 29th June, nearly 800 students descended 
upon Aldershot Military Stadium for the annual sports day. 

Students had been working harder than ever in their 
PE lessons, and training afterschool at Athletics club in 
preparation for what would prove to be the “sports event of 
the year”. 

The conditions were perfect for long distance events as 
well as throws. That was up until midday when the heavens 
opened and the rain started to fall and fall and fall. 

A bit of rain failed to break the Ash Manor spirit, in fact, it helped build on the togetherness of the new 
house system. Staff and students alike pulled together to cheer on the competitors from Sparta, Venture, 
Galileo and Phoenix throughout the day. 

Records were broken in a number of events and the points were soon 
racking up for all four houses. 
Whilst the totals were being added up, the staff relay took place 
with some outstanding performances, and some not so outstanding 
performances too! (No names mentioned).

The wait was over, and Ms Bailey was getting ready to present the trophy 
to the 2016 winners on the podium… VENTURE! 

Wild celebrations followed on the podium and in the green section of 
the stands, with ‘losing’ houses showing excellent sportsmanship and 
applauding the winning house. 

All in all, an awesome sports day, and we are all looking forward to the 
2017 event. 

Sports Day 2016

Sportathon is Back
After a year off ‘Sportathon’ returned to Ash Manor with a bang. Students from all years joined staff in a 
24 hour sporting marathon. The participants were split in teams and spent the Friday night and Saturday 
Morning battling for victory.

As the long night turned into early morning a few of the participants and staff started to flag but a fantastic 
team spirit kept them going. A rousing game of midnight dodgeball set every one up for the final straight 
and a beautiful sunrise illuminated not only the school field but also the finishing post.

The money raised by students will go towards supporting the development of sports at Ash Manor and 
provide equipment for all of our 
sportsmen and women. We are 
confident that this event will go from 
strength to strength and look forward 
to next year.

Mr Wilder and the PE team

Follow us on twitter at 
@AshManorPE


