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Feel the Music Competition 2015
On Tuesday 14th of July, Ash Manor hosted its second annual ‘Feel 
the Music’ competition. This was organised by the Year 10 music 
class with the help of Miss Matthews as part of our GCSE course. 

There were 16 acts who performed on the night. Their hard work, 
dedication and talent shone through in each performance, making 
the show a huge success! The acts ranged from Year 7 to 11’s, and 

solos to bands. We 
saw a wide variety of 
acts, each bringing 
individuality and a 
‘special something’ 
to the show. Every student 
performed professionally and like 
a true musician. We even had the 
pleasure of last year’s winners, Esme 
& Jack, returning to give yet another 
beautiful performance while the 
judges disappeared to make their 
decision. 

All of the acts got a chance to perform to our prestigious judging panel consisting 
of Lewis Mason, the wonderful radio DJ for Eagle Radio and Mr Garrido, our very 
own Headteacher - both returning for the second year running. In addition to 
these were Ewan Harris, an Olivier Award winning actor of just 13 years, and singer 
songwriter, Rachel Rose, who delighted us with a performance of her own - a 
song from her new album! We had a sell out audience, who gave 
amazing support and encouragement throughout the night, 
giving the acts the confidence to really own the stage!

What would an Ash Manor music show be without the comedic 
timing of our brilliant Presenters? Their witty comments and jokes 
kept the audience entertained, while their professionalism helped 
to calm all of the performers nerves.

This year saw the ‘Pink 
Fluffy Rainbow Unicorns’ 
take away the winning 
trophy - a year 11 band who 
blew everyone away with 
their skillful and proficient 
performance; some very talented 
musicians!

‘Feel the Music’ 2015 was even more 
of a success than last year, and it was 
an amazing opportunity to showcase 
the talented students at Ash Manor! I’m 
sure everyone is excited for next year! 

On behalf of the Year 10 team we would like to thank Miss Matthews for her 
continued support and help in running the show.

Holly Dowling
Year 11
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Personal Development Day 1
Thursday 10th September
On Thursday 10th September the school timetable was collapsed to enable all students to take part in Ash 
Manors first Personal Development Day.  The aim of Personal Development Days throughout the year is to 
enrich and enhance the Global Studies curriculum as well as promoting social, moral and cultural themes. 

All of these experiences contribute towards students personal 
development in becoming well rounded global citizens and 
successful members of both the school and wider community.  

For our key stage 3 groups, Year 7 were focusing on 
‘Human Rights’ and learnt about how they have developed 
throughout history. We were privileged to have Henri 
Obstfeld, a Holocaust survivor who came into school as our 
guest speaker to share his experiences. Year 7 then put their 
knowledge into practice by designing their very own island 
communities. Debating, voting and working together all 
played a part in deciding how their islands would be run and 
the human rights that the islanders would have. 

Year 8 were focusing on ‘Healthy Lifestyles’ with some fantastic work on healthy minds, bodies and diets. The 
highlight was the Bush Tucker Trial insect eating (after working out the fat and protein content, of course) 
which caused some squirming! Year 8 also got to take part in some meditation practice as well as designing 
fitness programmes to promote healthy living. 

Year 9 spent the day looking at restorative practice and had 
a creative day working on resolving conflict. Through the 
mediums of Art, Drama, Textiles and Food Technology they 
were creating and baking using materials that would normally 
clash. This culminated in a deep thinking activity where 
students were focusing on how conflict can be resolved using 
restorative techniques. 

Key stage 4 saw Year 10 having the opportunity to visit the 
theatre and watch a performance of ‘Blood Brothers’ which 
has enhanced the work that they are doing in the classroom. 
Those students in school took part in a Blood Brothers workshop with the English team throughout the 

day. Finally, our year 11 students were working on 
improving their ‘Financial Awareness’. This was a 
fantastic day of activities which really got students 
thinking about finance and planning for their future. 
Finance games, challenges and tasks as well as some 
careers focus on CV writing and applications all 
contributed to creating a day that delivered some 
invaluable knowledge to prepare our year 11 students 
for their future. 

A huge thank you must go to Mr Sanderson, Mrs 
Jackson, Mr Macsween and Miss Maddison who were 

pivotal in ensuring the first Personal Development Day was 
such a success.  I very much look forward to the next Personal 
Development Day which will be on Wednesday 14th October 
2015. 

If anybody or any businesses in the local community would 
like to support our upcoming Personal Development Days I 
would love to hear from you! 

Alice Raeburn 
Head of Year 9



03

House Day 2015
Ash Manor took Ranmore Common by storm this past July for Ash Manor’s annual House Day excursions.  
Our students were challenged to be brave and take risks by signing up to complete woodland activities in a 
‘mystery location.’ On the 9th and 16th of July, our pupils rose to the occasion and carried themselves with an 
overwhelming amount of enthusiasm and vigor, fearless and excited for the day that lay ahead of them.

Students participated in various activities designed to challenge them to use teamwork, leadership, critical 
thinking skills and map-reading skills. In order to complete the tasks on their itinerary, students needed to 
guide themselves to their assigned stations and then work together, or encourage one another to use their 
unique skills, to successfully complete an activity. The activities ranged from: testing physical strength and 
endurance, to speed and accuracy, to requiring students to logically assess situations, and clearly communicate 
with one another to accomplish a task.

Not only did students rise to our planned activities, Year 
7 and Year 8 students showed an impressive amount of 
resilience when coaches were unfortunately delayed 
arriving to Ranmore Commons. Instead of allowing this 
unfortunate circumstance dull their enjoyment of the day, 
students marched through the trail with determination 
to make the most of the day. The Ash Manor Staff were 
extremely proud of how our students handled the situation, 
and their pliability to bounce back and enjoy the day, as if 
nothing had happened.

On both House Days, our students were wonderful 
ambassadors and represented Ash Manor School to the 
highest degree. As the event was held in a National Trust 
Park, we shared the land with the general public. Many 
members of the community approached staff to share 
how lovely and polite our students were. Furthermore, 
the manager of Tanner’s Hatch Youth Hostel, Andy Baillie, 
exclaimed how impressed he was with our students. Baillie 

allowed us to use the youth hostel as our First Aid station and to use the hostel facilities for the day; he was 
impressed by how well our students respected the space and their exhilaration and fervour for the outdoors.

While we agree the students demonstrated a voracious enthusiasm for this experience, there were a few 
activities that clearly became fan favourites. Upon arrival, students were given a helium-filled balloon, named 
Barry, to protect from the ‘assassins’ floating around to pop Barry. Long lengths were taken to ensure Barry’s 
protection, including tying Barry into trees while doing activities and creating militaristic formations to 
defend Barry while trudging through the forest. Students also loved 
improving their aim by shooting targets with water balloons using 
three-man sling shots. Lastly, but certainly not least, we were blown 
away by how many students jumped at the chance to eat some 
bug grub! Students happily chowed down on water-scorpions, 
grasshoppers, and crickets with the ease of eating sweets. Although 
the students demonstrated the ease of acquiring another source of 
protein, the staff were perfectly content to let our brave students 
munch on these bugs themselves, rather then saving the leftovers 
for the teachers.

On behalf of the House Team, I’d like to thank all parents and 
guardians for your continued support and helping to make the day 

possible. We’re already planning for House Day 2016 to create a 
new, enthralling adventure for your children.

AMS House Team
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Ash Manor Students triumph 
at Farnham Schools Art Exhibition!
We have just entered the 8th Farnham Schools Art exhibition 2015 at The Aldridge Art gallery, Frensham 
Heights School. The Art exhibition is open to the public between Saturday 26th Sept and Wednesday 
7th Oct 10.00am to 5pm.  This exhibition show cases work from years 5, 8 and 11’s from surrounding 
comprehensive and private schools.

We would like to extend our huge congratulations to two of our former year 11 students who the judges 
awarded 1st and 2nd place. Well done to Kirsty Flannegan who was awarded 
first prize and Ellen Pullinger 2nd, with their 2D work. 

The prizes are gift vouchers;
1st prize - £30
2nd Prize - £20

Work on display is the following:

Year 8 – 2D Work
Oliver Youlton ‘Strum’, Olivia Kemp ‘Woof’.
Katie Bullough ‘Smile’, Katie Woodford ‘Ribbet’, Kezia Smith ‘Yum!’, Katie May 
Brown ‘Sparkle’, Connie White ‘Drip’, Holly Merret ‘Zip’, Glen Vivash ‘Pop’, Sam 
Hayes ‘Crunch’, Eilie Harrison ‘Meow!’, Henry Roberts ‘Dunk’, Samuel Armes ‘Bing’, 
Rebecca Welch ‘Boo Hoo’, Mali Salvagnac ‘Mooo!’Iona Gannon ‘Ca Ching!’, Tom 
Goward ‘Click’, Eiranne Prat-Wright ‘Snip’

Year 8 – 2D Groupwork
Rupesh Tiwari ‘Monster Munch’, Kriti Gurung ‘Wonker Bar’, Tia Vivash 
‘Lindt’, Caitlin Schippers ‘Star Burst’, Fenrir Morgan ‘Beabrook’, 
Tansy Alevizopoulos ‘Galaxy’, Charlotte Humphreys ‘Starburst’, 
Tom Green ‘Diet Coke’, Hannah Burnett ‘Mint Club’, Chloe Matthew 
‘Crunchie’, Lewis May ‘Party Biscuits’, Zoe Wakeling ‘Monster Munch’, 
Millie Rasmussen ‘Hula Hoops’, Mia Franks ‘Mini Cheddars’, Issy 
Allen ‘Wonker Bar’, Natalia Meczko ‘Pom Pom Bears’, Adam Hartop 
‘Quaver’, Anjesh Ranjali ‘Snickers’, Bobbie Louise Storey ‘Skittles’, 
Luke Shipway ‘Aero’, Lucy Murphy ‘Walkers’,  Adam Zeggane 
‘Cornflakes’, Chris Cooper ‘McCoys’, Keiran Andrews ‘Jelly Beans’, 

Tristan Galloway ‘Monster 
Munch’, Lisa Graham 
‘Quavers’, Molly Ralls ‘Nik 
Naks’, Joshua Hole ‘Sugar 
Puffs’, Lewis Grant ‘Mint 
Club’, Stella Edwards ‘Chocolate Crisp’, Ashleigh Mitchie ‘Monster 
Munch’, Lucas Martin ‘Jelly Beans’.

Year 11 – 2D Work
Ellen Pullinger ‘Me’ Ellen Pullinger ‘Who Could I Be?’
Katie Spicer ‘Candy’ Katie Spicer ‘Yum’
Tia Loveday ‘Human Condition’ Emily Greene ‘Morgan’ Trishnu Thakali 
‘Water’ Ellie Hawes ‘Food’ Ellen Pullinger ‘My Family’ Nina Chuter 
‘Shower’ Kirsty Flannagan ‘Moods’ Nina Chuter ‘Mum’

Mrs J Wilson
Head of Art and Design
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Sports Day 2015
Sports Day 2015, the first to be held at Ash Manor School in several years, 
certainly did not disappoint. A day which saw the unveiling of the new Sports 
Team mascots; Ennis the Frog, Williams the Wolf, Beckham the Bulldog and Bolt 
the Meerkat, also saw the records tumble.

Records:

Whilst conditions on the track made it difficult for those competing in the running events to beat their PB’s, the 
throwers and jumpers gave it their best to set some new school records.

For the year seven boys, Ryan Lynch set a new Triple Jump record with a distance of 8.94m. 
Malachi Kelly broke the Discus record with a throw of 17.96m, whist in the ever popular welly 
throwing event, Anton Joseph set a new year seven boys record with a throw of 22.10m.

For the year seven girls Katie Plews set a new 400m track record despite 
tough conditions, with a time of 1 minute 16 seconds. Poppy Hall broke 
the Long Jump record with a jump of 4.01m, making her the first ever 
year seven girl to pass 4m at Ash Manor School.

Kendra Ansley managed a throw of 14.28m in the girls Discus to set a 
new record. Meanwhile, the year seven girls welly throw saw no less 
than six girls beat the previous record of 15m. The eventual winner with 
a throw of 19m however was Katie Linin.

Luke Swindells smashed the previous year eight boys welly 
throw record with a throw of 30.50m, whilst Molly Jones took 
Triple Jump gold setting a new record 8m. Ciara Sheridan also 
set a new record for the year eight girls welly throw with a 
distance of 19.60m.

The year 9 boys High Jump 
even saw Hugo Rodrigues out 

leap his opponents to take gold, setting a new school record of 1.58m. Chelsea 
Morhall set a new Triple Jump record of 8.28m. The year 
nine girls welly throw saw three students beat the previous 
record with Velvet Elson the eventual winner with a distance 
of 21.20m.For the year ten boys, Jordan Smith set a new 
school record in the High Jump recording a height of 1.68m, 
whist Darrel Ward took down the existing welly throw 
record with a throw of 29.40m.

Despite the tough track conditions Paris Joseph out 
sprinted her peers to set a new school record of 8.81 
seconds. Autum Todd took gold in the girls welly throw, 

setting a new record of 22.40m.

After a string of strong performances, it was Team Williams who took the overall win on the day, 
with Paris Joseph chosen to lift the trophy. The day was a huge 
success, and a fantastic end to the school sporting year. Thanks to the 
hard work and preparation of the Ash Manor School staff, and the 
fantastic efforts of each and every student who took part, sports day 
2015 was certainly one that will live long in the memory.

Mr Wilder
Head of Physical Education
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Blood Brothers
On Thursday 10 September, Year 10 travelled to London to the theatre production of Willy Russell’s Blood 
Brothers.  We are currently studying the play as part of our English GCSE.

The play is set in 1960s Liverpool and tells the story of twin brothers separated at birth.  One is kept and 
one is given away to a wealthy middle class couple.  It shows how twins can grow apart because of different 
upbringings.

Around 120 students went on this valuable trip that will undoubtedly help with our GCSE in a year’s time.  
The Theatre was packed with many Ash Manor Students as well as members of the public who were all 
ready for a roller coaster of emotions from laughter to tears.

We are all looking forward to our next Theatre Trip. Sam Hymas
Year 10

Macmillan Coffee Morning
Staff raised over £200 doing the 
Macmillan Coffee Morning. Many 
teachers baked cakes themselves, and 
those that aren’t bakers either ate cake 
or bought cakes to contribute. It was a 
lovely morning and we are so pleased 
to be able to donate to this amazingly 
worthwhile charity.

Miss Maddison

Honda Cadet Kart Racer
Owen races Honda Cadet karts and has been competing in the Kent Championship. This is a six round series 
run across two circuits; Bayford Meadows in Sittingbourne,  and Chatham’s historic Buckmore Park. The 
series started in March, with the concluding round on the 20th September.
 
The last round was challenging; a first lap crash in timed qualifying meant starting near the back of a very 
competitive grid of over twenty karts. Good progress during the heats, with a fastest lap time only a few 
hundredths off the leaders, meant starting the final race from 7th on the grid, but a shunt to the rear and 
a spin in the opening lap ruined the chance of a podium position. The resultant 10th place at the flag was 

Owen’s lowest position all Championship but 
the cumulative score, helped by a thrilling win 
in July where he overtook the (now) 2015 Kent 
Champion on the last corner of the last lap,  
was sufficient to secure second place in the 
Championship!
 
This follows 2014  Kent Championship success 
in the (slightly) lower powered Honda Cadet 
Clubman class where Owen also took the 
runner up slot. Owen leads the Bayford 
Meadows Honda Cadet championship 
currently; and at Buckmore Park (where 
he is reigning Honda Cadet Clubman 
Champion) is running second, so hopefully 
more success to come later in the year.
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Watersports Journey 2015
Day 1 - The journey
We set off at 4pm to Dover for the ferry journey across the channel to Calais. After a 1.5 hour crossing we 
reached Calais and started the drive up to La Rive. Everyone was very excited to be in France and on their 
way to the camp. We kept ourselves busy by singing along to songs and playing games. Later on everyone 
tried to settle down and go to sleep.

Day 2 - Arriving
When we pulled up into La Rive the Rockley 
staff were there giving us a warm welcome 
as we arrived. They let us settle in to our tents 
then gave us a tour of the centre. After a well-
deserved breakfast we headed down to the 
beach to play games and get to know each 
other and the instructors. After lunch we 
used the facilities like the football court, the 
park and the arcade. We had meatballs for 
dinner, which everyone loved, then fruit salad 
for dessert which was not the favourite! In 
the evening everyone were looking forward 
to a comfortable sleep in their beds.

Day 3 - 1st day at camp
After breakfast we headed straight out to do kayaking. Everyone 
got in the water and had lots of fun doing games like manhunt 
and passing a ball into the instructors boat before we had fun 
capsizing everyone! We had time to have a shower and dry off 
before we had lunch and go mountain biking. We cycled for 
2.5miles then stopped for ice cream and a drink and also to re-
apply sun cream. Then after we cycled the other 2.5 miles back 
we went to the pool to cool down and everyone had fun going 
down the slides. After an hour in the pool it was time to head 
back for dinner. We had BBQ chicken with rice and for dessert we 

had ice cream. Then we settled down in our 
tents and went to sleep.

Day 4 - 2nd day at camp
After breakfast we boarded the coach and 
headed out to the tallest sand dunes in 
Europe, which had covered a small town 
and killed all of the people who lived there. 
If it was your first time you had to show 
your respect by walking up the actual sand 
dune and not the steps. Once we ran down 
the sand dune we then climbed up as many 
times as we wanted. Some people even 
did flips down the dune. Next we went to 
Aqualand which everyone enjoyed. There 
were many slides and pools to go in.  There 
was a wave machine; everyone was busy 

doing something fun. For dinner we had 
sausage jambalaya with mashed potato 
with a dessert of chocolate mouse. Every one then got prepared for an epic challenge that one of the 
instructors had set up for us which got everyone soaking and covered in sand!



08

Day 5 - 3rd day of camp
After a filling breakfast we got ready to go Pico 
sailing. We got soaked during our first session as 
we were taught how to upright our boats if they 
capsized. We also played a few games like Simon 
says, as it was not windy enough to put the sails 
up. After lunch it was windy enough to set up 
our sails. Many people capsized but we had fun 
doing it. For dinner we had starters of frogs legs, 
snails and mussels. If you were still hungry you 
could go up for beef stew. After dinner we went 
into town to get souvenirs to take home. We 
went on the beach and watched the sun setting 
in the background. Then we went back to our 
tents and fell asleep.

Day 6 - Last full day at camp
Today we did kayaking and messed around in the water at Donkey 
Island. Some of us went looking for crayfish and then set them free 
at the end. We all went wind surfing which people found very tiring 
but fun at the same time. We got changed in to the neon clothes; 
everyone looked very bright and colorful! Then we had nachos and 
cheese for starter then fajitas with chicken and mince meat. Finally 
we went out and spent the money we were given and made a big 
fool of ourselves in our neon outfits!

Day 7 - Leaving camp
After breakfast we got ready to go Dart 
sailing. Everyone had fun as it was so 
easy. We did a figure of eight, learned 
how to set up our boat and splashed 
each other with water. After lunch 
we were jumping off the darts into 
the water. Some people did flips into 
water and had so much fun. After our 
showers, we started packing and had 
dinner which was a mixture of leftovers 
followed by chocolate rice crispy 

cakes for 
pudding. 
Then we 
got on the 
coach and 
said goodbye to all the instructors. On the way to the ferry we watched Batman 
and went to sleep.

Day 8 - Getting home
On the coach we had a long wait to get onto the ferry but we occupied 
ourselves with music and games so we still had fun. It had been an amazing 
trip!

Hannah Burnett and Holly Merrett
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Sports Personality Of The Year
Wednesday 1st July. A warm sunny evening where the sportsmen and women swapped their Ash Manor 
School Blazers for their smart-casual wear, and gathered in the School’s Main Hall to celebrate the years 
sporting achievements. 

One by one, the Teachers of the School’s Sports Teams gave a speech revisiting the highs and lows of the 
previous season. This was followed by each of the teams visiting the stage to collect their participation 
medals.  During a break in proceedings, the students (and some of the teachers – who shall remain 
nameless) made short work of the wonderful food provided by the canteen staff. And then it was onto the 
individual awards for the year.

Malachi Kelly was first up to collect the ‘Most Dedicated Year 7 Boy’ award. Malachi had not only attended 
extra-curricular sports clubs at every given opportunity, but had become a key player and leader within 
many of the year 7 teams. The year 7 boys SPOTY winner went to an equally deserving Leo Spicer, who had 
shown great sporting ability throughout the year. Katie Plews took the year 7 ‘Most Dedicated Girl’ award 
after a fantastic year, whilst Amy Bugdale scooped the year 7 SPOTY win having shown fantastic ability and 
commitment throughout the year.

First up for the year eights was the ever present Glenn Vivash who took the ‘Most Dedicated Award’. And 
after narrowly missing out last year Harvey Macey took the year 8 boys SPOTY award. Rebecca Welch took 
the year 8 ‘Most Dedicated Girl Award, whilst Molly Jones capped of a fantastic sporting year by winning the 
year 8 girls SPOTY award. 

For the year nines, Bradley Reed followed up his success last year by taking the boys ‘Most Dedicated Award’. 
The boys SPOTY winner went to a deserving Harrison Button, who has demonstrated a fantastic attitude and 
ability throughout the year. Alice Lofting took the year 9 ‘Most Dedicated Girl’ award. With plenty of sporting 
talent amongst the year nine girls the SPOTY award was closely contested, but it was Chelsea Morhall who 
fought off the competition to scoop the award. 

Lewis Page was first up for the year tens, taking the ‘Most Dedicated Boy’ award. Matthew Hyde took the 
boys SPOTY award for his fantastic attitude and consistent performances throughout the season for the 
school football team. Nishu Paudel collect the year 10 ‘Most Dedicated Girl’ award, whilst the girls SPOTY 
award went to Paris Joseph, who also went onto take the overall SPOTY prize. Paris showed a fantastic 
attitude, leadership qualities, and performed fantastically well in her track events both in and outside of 
school throughout the year.

The departing year 11 student Hannah Jones was the first recipient of the ‘Sporting Ambassador’ award. This 
shows recognition to the fantastic sporting achievements Hannah achieved during her time at Ash Manor 
School, most notably, her achievements in cricket where she represented both County and Country.

The evening was capped off with a disco; the highlight of which was undoubtedly the staff and students 
performing a flawless rendition of the ‘cha-cha-slide.’ 

Mr Wilder
Head of Physical Education

Fleet Town Girls & Ladies FC
Due to club expansion Fleet Town Girls & Ladies FC are recruiting for a new U13 football team for girls currently 
aged 11 or 12.

No previous experience required just a wish to try the beautiful game. Training is on Fridays 17:30-18:45 at 
Calthorpe Park Playing Fields.

Email recruitment@fleettowngirlsandladiesfc.co.uk or see the website - 
www.fleettowngirlsandladiesfc.co.uk for further details.
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Year 8 Bush Craft Residential Camp 
At the end of last term a group of year 8 students set 
off for a wilderness woodland adventure.  Abandoned 
by the coach in the middle of the forest, their first task 
was to navigate to their camp site. Once we arrived it 
was then down to the students to build themselves 
camp fires and cook up their own lamb kebab lunch, 
which was both rustic and delicious! 

The three day trip was a fantastic experience which 
saw students learning and applying a fresh skill set 
out of the classroom and getting down to the basics 
of nature. A brave group also tested the home made 
shelters, leaving the luxury of the tents by sleeping 
out in them under the stars and getting cosy with the 

creepy crawlies. 
Knife work, trap 
making, cooking 
pizzas on the 
wood ovens and 
outdoor first 
aid also made 
for exciting and 
practical sessions. 
First aid skills were put 
into practice when 
the students came 
across Mrs Hill and Mr 
Plumber’s plane crash 
during one of their 
wilderness walks and 
the students needed to work together and use the 
first aid kits to assess and treat the casualties. 

Thank you to all the AMS and BushCraft staff, parents 
and students who supported this trip which gave 
all involved a thoroughly memorable and enjoyable 
experience. 

Miss Raeburn
Head of Year 9

GCSE Art Shoreditch Trip 
Year 10 Art students went to London on a guided tour of Street Art in and around Shoreditch. Our guide 
showed us amazing Artwork from a variety of well-known artists, including Banksy and Roa; both of which the 
students have been studying as part of their coursework. The students said it was fantastic to see the artist’s 
work in-situ, so they could see the huge scale of some of the piece and tiny details of others. Our guide helped 
us all to understand the difference between Graffiti and Street Art and its different audiences. When we were 
back in class, the students were inspired by the variety of styles they had seen to develop their own Street Art 
designs further.

Mrs J Wilson
Head of Art and Design
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AMS Success


