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Whilst the rest of the world lay in bed keeping themselves warm, sixty 
students completing the Duke of Edinburgh Award or Project Kenya 
Expedition met at Puttenham to complete 
their first training walk.  The early 0900 start 
meant everyone was scraping the frost of their 
cars, with the temperature just above freezing.
 
The walk took the students across Puttenham 
Common to the villages beyond. The students 
had the opportunity to practice navigation 
skills and developed their ability to work 
together as a team.  The countryside in 

this area is absolutely 
stunning and the students 
and staff thoroughly 
enjoyed the opportunity 
to see this.
 

The next training walk will take 
place on Sunday 07 February 
2016, with the students 
heading out from the Farnham 
Water Lane Sainsburys onto 
Runfold, the Sands and Tilford.

Mark Baines
Head of Mathematics and 

Duke of Edinburgh Coordinator

Royal Marine Taster Day
On Wednesday 11th November 2015, a group of Year 9 girls visited and took part in a 
Royal Marine Taster Day.  It was held at Browndown Camp in Gosport, Portsmouth.

This event was to encourage young girls to have a career in the Military Services.  There 
were a range of activities such as Laser Shooting, climbing and abseiling, a brutal obstacle 
course and informative sessions about guns and boats.  There was also an unarmed 
combat display where we were shown how their fighting skills are used in situations that 

can be partially dangerous.

Some of the most liked activities included climbing and abseiling and laser 
shooting.  This was because of the challenges they offered and unique 
opportunities created.  One of the activities included crawling through 
mud and doing press ups over dung filled water.  This was a hardcore 
fitness test!

After lunch we had a talk on the evolution of guns and boats.  These were 
entertaining and full of facts.

Although it all seemed very brutal it was a very enjoyable day and 
everybody had a fantastic time.

Written by:
Tia Vivash, Iona Gannon and Caitlin Schippers
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TFN – Year 9 Costa Event
On Wednesday 25th November Ash Manor School hosted 
the TFN Costa Coffee event. During the day Year 9 students 
from Ash Manor, Farnham Heath End and The Abbey School 
were working collaboratively in teams to become the most 
successful Costa entrepreneur. Marketing, design and team 
work were just a few of the business skills practiced by 
students throughout the day. One of the highlights was the 
students designing food and drink products suitable for 
their very own Costa stores. The teams worked fantastically 
together and showed great innovation and entrepreneurial 
skills throughout the day in the various tasks and challenges. 
The teams also had to pitch and present their ideas to the 
Costa Managers before the winning team was decided. These 
pictures are of the two winning teams with their Costa mug 
prizes. A huge thank you to the Costa team for delivering such a great day and to all of our Year 9 students who 
took part and contributed to the success of the event. 

Miss Raeburn 
Head of Year 9

Romeo and Juliet by The Globe Players
The Romeo and Juliet play by The Globe Players 
was very entertaining. The visiting actors were very 
good; they knew all their parts and spoke with loud 
and clear voices.

I feel that watching Romeo and Juliet has helped 
me, and the rest of Year 10, to understand the story, 
far more than if we had just read the play. The 
performance was very detailed and it was engaging 
even though the scenes were not very long.

The structure of the performance was well thought 
out. Although they did not include all of the scenes, 
everything that they showed was intense and this 
helped us to remember key sections. 

The play was performed effectively by four actors 
and even though they had to double up the parts, 
it was still easy to understand who was who. They 
performed perfectly and we were lucky enough to 
have the opportunity to ask questions. This was very 
helpful because anybody that had questions or parts 
that they didn’t understand could get the answers 
and explanations that they needed. 

Overall, I think this play was very good and I would 
highly recommend it to anyone. On behalf of year 
10, I would give it five stars!

Brook Colton 

Science – It’s a girl thing!
On the 24th November 2015 Ash Manor School hosted an event aimed specifically towards getting some of 
our girls talking to Science Ambassadors working and studying in the fields of science and technology.
22 Year 9 girls spent the morning working with 10 female STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Maths) Ambassadors.  They covered stereotypes, discussed some of the barriers preventing women from 
entering STEM careers and also learned about the variety of careers available in the STEM fields.  

The most fun, however, came through working with the STEM Ambassadors 
to complete a construction challenge where they were tasked with raising a 
Kinder Egg as high as possible using only dry spaghetti and jelly babies. 

The event, named ‘It’s a People Thing’ was organised by STEM Surrey 
Berkshire at The University of Reading.  

Dr Mark Dakers, Head of Science at Ash Manor School, says “It’s important 
that we recognise the talent our girls have and encourage them to pursue 
science and not be put off by the perception that it’s a boys’ subject 
which is why we are delighted to host this event again this year.”

Mr. Smart
Science

The winning team with their 
STEM Ambassadors


