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I would like to invite you to our third Parent’s Forum on Thursday 9th 
June from 6pm – 7:30pm.  The focus for the evening will be:

Behaviour for Learning; Ash Manor Expectations and Responses

If you are able to attend, please either email speterkin@ashmanorschool.
com, call the school on 01252 353900 or ask your son/daughter to hand 
your name into main reception ahead of the event.

I look forward to meeting as many of you as possible on that date and to 
working with you to secure the best possible education for your child.

Agnes Bailey
Headteacher

Parents Forum

Snowdonia Trip
Twelve students from the Project Kenya team spent the May Bank Holiday 
completing a training expedition, in the mountain range Snowdonia in 
North Wales.  The training was designed to give students the opportunity 
to test themselves on challenging terrain ahead of climbing Mount Kenya 
this summer.

After a week at school, the students began the long mini bus journey to 
Snowdonia, not knowing the extreme weather conditions they would be 

facing.  On the Saturday, whilst in 
the shadows of the Gylders and 
Tryfans, the students and staff were walking as a light snow shower 
was over them.  When the weather looked to deteriorate further, the 
group descended down and finished the walk off at a lower altitude.

Fortunately for the group we were staying in a stunning National 
Trust bunkhouse, Hendre Isaf, which provided a great base 
and shelter for us to warm up.  However, it was the students’ 
responsibility to prepare and cook dinner and the staff were really 
impressed with how they looked after themselves and other 
members of the group throughout their stay.

On Sunday the group began their attempt on Mount Snowdon, the highest 
mountain in England and Wales at 1085m, starting from Pen-y-Pass.  The 
students began their climb up the Pyg track in the torrential downpour, with 
the wind battering them as they ascended.  The students did not complain 
once or show any reluctance to carry on the walk in some of the worse 
weather seen in May in the area.  However, three-quarters of the way through 
the climb snow blocked our path and we descended back down the same 
route.  The weather had beaten us but the mountain will always be there.

On the journey home on the Monday we stopped at Ironbridge, 
considered to be the area that started the Industrial Revolution.  
Ironbridge gets its name from the famous Iron Bridge, a 30-metre cast iron 
bridge that was built across the river in 1779.   The visit to the museum 
gave the students the opportunity to learn about the impact this small 
village in Shropshire had on industrial practice and development in this 

country.
Mr M Baines

Head of Mathematics



Ash Manor School hosted its first STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering & Maths) Festival on Saturday 
23rd April. The Festival was open to all Ash Manor students 
and parents, plus pupils and parents from local primary 
schools and the local community.

A host of organisations came and supported the 
day, including the University of Surrey, University of 
Southampton, Merrist Wood College, The Army, The Royal 
Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, the Pirbright Institute, 
Testology, the FAST Museum, the Canadian Pacific Project, 
Tony Gee and Ambassadors from STEMnet. All of them 
came along with interactive and fun ways for visitors to 
have a go and experience different aspects of STEM from 
bridge building to flying planes to testing a chicken for 
viruses!

The University of Surrey ran workshops around 
the senses and lots of visitors really enjoyed 
making (and testing) sherbet.  The University of 
Southampton bought a thermo-imaging camera 
so visitors could see a very different picture of 
themselves. The Science Museum did some 
fantastic shows; Greatest Hits and Supercool.  
There was lots of exciting experiments, 
demonstrations, liquid nitrogen and loud bangs!

We also had Paul Hill from the European 
Space Agency (ESA) who gave talks about space and students had 
the opportunity to try on a replica space suit.  They also got to hold 
meteorites, see a piece of the moon and look at the materials that make 
up a space ship.

Ash Manor staff and students also ran workshops; including Lego NXT robots, 
fitness testing and Mr Gilbert setting fire to students’ hands in the science labs!  
The students ran a Goldilocks CSI challenge to find out if Goldilocks was guilty of 
eating the porridge… or was it one of the woodland animals?

The Army brought team building activities, including bomb disposal and their 
‘oculus rift’ virtual reality goggles.  The wearers got the opportunity to experience 

jumping out of a plane and parachuting to ground.  One of our young visitors said “I have learnt so much 
about science today and loved it all especially getting to do a parachute jump with goggles on”.

All the visitors enjoyed the event and many wished they could have stayed longer.  Agnes Bailey, Head 
Teacher said, “The STEM Festival was a fantastic day that showed our students and the wider community 
the incredible range of careers available in this area.  We are keen to ensure that our students understand 
the choices possible for them both now and in the future.  We are delighted that so many employers and 

organisations supported the event.”

Mrs J Sheridan
STEM Coordinator

Science on a Saturday!
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After finishing their last lesson, twelve students undertaking their 
Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award threw on their rucksacks and 
began a three day expedition from Friday 15th April to Sunday 17th 
April.  Unfortunately for the students, when they were dropped 
off in Puttenham, the heavens opened.  Undeterred, the students 
successfully completed the first days walk to the camp site at 
Garners Field, Tilford.  Here they quickly put up their tents for 
shelter and began the preparation for dinner.

On the Saturday the students completed a circular walk around 
the Tilford area, known for its stunning scenery.  The weather 
did not improve but still everyone impressed the staff with their 

positive attitude throughout.  They quickly learnt how to 
keep clothing dry and to look after themselves in the cold 
evenings.

Fortunately for the students the weather improved 
dramatically on the final day, with the sun coming out 
meaning they were able to dry out in beautiful sunshine.  
They successfully completed the task by walking through 
Frensham to Alice Holt.

This was a practice expedition, with the students looking 
forward to the Assessment Expedition in the New Forest in 
July. Mr M Baines

Duke of Edinburgh Coordinator

DofE – Silver – Practice Expedition

Engineering Island
At precisely 9:20 on the morning 
of Tuesday 10th May, a group 
of Year 8 students along with 
2 educators, departed Ash 
Manor to visit the Engineering 
department at Surrey University, 
Guildford.

After the short journey, we 
were warmly welcomed by 
3 ambassadors called Chloe, 
Lucy & Steven who are 
all undergraduates. 
Jubilee High School also 
attended the workshop. 

Students were split into two groups of five where they had to 
complete several practical tasks vs Jubilee High. From how to stop a 
raft from sinking using cardboard to a straw shelter being protected 
from a hurricane (hairdryer), AMS students were fixated to all tasks 
and really set an example of how to conduct and work in a group 
collaboratively. AMS won every single task set by the ambassadors 

and in reward, won a bag of Tangtastic Haribos and engineering 
goodies. As you can imagine, it was a quiet journey on the way 
home! 

Mr Henry 
Technology03
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Drama Trip
On Wednesday 18th of May Year 10 
ventured up to Stratford upon Avon, 
home of William Shakespeare and 
the Royal Shakespeare Company. 
After a sweet filled, song-filled, 
two hour road trip up the M40 we 
arrived. The morning began with a 
two hour tour of the town looking 
at Shakespeare’s Birthplace, the 
Teddy bear factory and even an all 
year round Christmas shop.

After a leisurely walk along 
the river for a spot of lunch we 
arrived at Holy Trinity Church to 
look at Shakespeare’s grave and 
consider the impact this incredible 
playwright has had on the theatre. 

Next it was a short stroll back to the 
RSC ready for the Other Space tour.  
The Other Space is a creative hub for 
learning, research and development 
with rehearsal rooms and a 200-
seat studio theatre. During this 
tour students were able to see and 
hear about the life of actors and 
technicians who worked at the RSC 
and found out about their extensive 
rehearsal and performance 
schedules. Mr Swan even got to try 
on a wig to cover his bald spot!

We luckily managed to explore the 
rehearsal rooms, look at rehearsal 
sets, character timelines and in 
depth costume drawings. The 
second part of the tour allowed us 
to try on some of the costumes. 
The Other Space also hosts all 
the previous costumes from the 
RSC; as we walked through this 
massive wardrobe we saw an array 
of costumes from different time 
periods beautifully hung, waiting for 
their next moment in the limelight. 

The second tour was a backstage 
pass to the RSC, exploring their 
theatres and the backstage area. 
Here we got to hear about the 
history of the RSC, see the secret 
quick change curtains and sit in 
the rows of the gods observing last 
minute tech that was taking place. 

After a scrummy Pizza Hut buffet 
we all strolled to The Swan Theatre 
ready for the evening performance. 
The hilarious ‘Don Quixote’ tells 

the story of a man who decides 
to embark on a quest, taking up a 
lance and sword and setting out to 
become a grand knight, defending 
the helpless and vanquishing the 
wicked.

The show itself was incredible with 
over 250 costume changes, a bright 
Spanish sun and some extremely 
clever scene changes with simple 
and comical characters and sets. 
That is not forgetting about the 
extensive use of puppetry used 
from the sheep in the field to the 
lion sleeping in the cage, each and 
every actor made a very believable 
and extremely creative use of 
physical theatre and movement to 
create an exciting performances 
for us all. Our favorite characters 
were, without a doubt, the various 
donkeys played by different 
members of the cast. Not only did 
the actors show real talent and 
dedication to their work (hopefully 
inspiring students to really focus 
on this when performing) but 
also providing proof that there is 
no such thing a  ‘small part’. David 
Threlfall, who played Don Quixote, 
showed real skill. Previously coming 
from a television background, he 
took to the stage playing the older 
Spanish gentlemen with humour 
and sensitivity. And Rufus Hound, 
making his RSC debut, involved the 
whole audience and made us laugh 
at every opportunity. When we 
arrived back at Ash Manor at 1am, 
we were tired but glad we had 
been on such a great adventure!

AMS Drama Department



Our Year 10 girls welcomed a visit from our 
Headteacher, Ms Bailey and Ms Bagley, the Headteacher 
of The Linden Centre to their floristry lesson. 

The Headteachers were here to create a piece of art in 
flowers but neither had any previous experience, which 
did concern Ms Bailey as she declared her lack of artistic 
flair! This notion was soon quashed as our talented girls 
patiently guided them through the process of creating 
their masterpieces.

Lauren Stevens took to the helm with great poise 
giving professional instructions along with hands 
on assistance where necessary, while the others 
helped with health and safety guidance and 
encouraging comments.

From the initial fiddly wiring and stripping of 
thorns, two blooming lovely button holes emerged. 
Stunned by their talent, the ladies presented two 
marvellous creations!

It was clear that The Linden Centre have educated 
and nurtured these girls from the seeds, who lacked 
confidence and doubted their abilities, into five 
very capable, budding young florists. The girls will 
work at the centre for two years and on completion 
will be awarded a BTEC Level 2 extended certificate 
in Floristry, which will give them a head start not 
only for college but for their futures as professional 
florists.

Miss Hill

Flower Power at The Linden Centre!

Fluor, a multi-national engineering company based in 
Farnborough, visited Ash Manor on the 23rd March.  
After a short presentation, they set a challenge to the 
Year 9s to build a marble rollercoaster out of office 
materials. 

The aim of the challenge was to for the marble to 
take the longest time to get from the top of the 
‘rollercoaster’ to the bottom before it touched the 
table.

The Year 9s worked in teams to build their 
rollercoasters and over the morning the whole of 
Year 9 took part.  There were two engineers from 
Fluor for each session who coached the

 Year 9s through the challenge, providing lots of 
support.  As always, the creativity of the students was 
impressive and the engineers were amazed at the 
range of different structures and ideas that were built.

As well as providing information about engineering, 
the challenge allowed our students to practice many 
useful employability skills including team building, 
problem solving, communication, creativity and 
leadership.  It was a great challenge and, as always, it 
was fantastic to have Fluor Engineers working with 
our students.

Well done Year 9!
Mrs J Sheridan

STEM Coordinator 

Fluor Challenge
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New International Links Curriculum Leader
Please allow me to introduce to you our new 
International Links Curriculum Leader, Harriett Van 
Zyl from 8T.

Fresh to the role, Harriett has been appointed with 
the aim of creating International Links across the 
world and has made an impressive start with this. 
Working closely with Miss Symonds and Mr Swan 
as part of the highly successfully International Links 
Society, Harriett’s role entails representing the 
student body within this and 
co-ordinating efforts on this 
front.

So far, Harriett and her team 
have secured links with 
secondary and primary schools 
in China, Amsterdam, Norway, 
Australia, France and Spain. 
An impressive list evidently to 
an outsider however Harriett 
has big plans. Speaking to the 
Ash Manor Newsletter in a 
brief window, Harriett explains 
“I want to have a link in every 
continent and that means we 
are currently securing links in 
Africa as well as both North and 
South America. With the help of the International 
Society, this is do-able”.

“The International Society meets fortnightly and is 
overseen by Miss Symonds and Mr Swan. We started 
by putting together a promotional pack for Ash

Manor School showing everyone what our school 
is about and then we put together some power-
points which looked at our local area as well as our 
social and family life. We then made contact with 
schools via the British Council website and through 
the medium of electronic mail. It’s exciting to see 
how other students spend their day in school and 
the different customs and traditions of the country 
in which they live. We have made skype calls with 
a school in Norway and saw how different their 

classrooms are compared to ours and 
have also received letters from a school in 
Spain and seen how amazing their school 
is on the beach! As a result, I have also 
developed my language skills and can 
now speak snippets of Chinese, Dutch and 
Spanish.”

“I am passionate about showcasing Ash 
Manor and being a student at the Manor 
makes me super proud and I want to show 
the world literally how amazing our school 
is and the pupils and teachers within the 
four Manor walls. We are the Ash Manor 
Family!”

Harriett has big plans for the International 
Links of Ash Manor and is already working 

with Miss Symonds to arrange a visit from the Dutch 
and Parisian communities.

Good luck Harriett in your new role.

祝你有美好的一天
Harriett Van Zyl, on behalf of the I.L.S and Miss 

Symonds/Mr Swan

On Tuesday 19th April, Year 8 students 
at Ash Manor were lucky enough to take 
part in the BAE Systems Army and Navy 
Roadshow. This event was conducted by 
BAE Systems ambassadors, who really 
put forth a great effort in providing 
an enthusiastic and engaging set of 
demonstrations. The presentation was both 
interesting and informative, as they inspired 
students with flashy science experiments 
whilst simultaneously covering STEM 
curricular objectives. The ambassadors 
from BAE spoke about the type of work 
that their engineers are involved with 
and enticed students with information on 
exciting career opportunities in STEM fields. 
They were focused specifically on the topic 
of waves, both sound and light, which is 
conveniently relevant, as our Year 8’s have 
just finished studying optics in science class. 

BAE Roadshow
The demonstrations were visually and aurally stimulating 
to say the least. The ambassadors very capably explained 
the science behind light and sound waves, and also gave 
plenty of opportunities for the students to take part 
themselves. There were sound wave demos, flashing 
lights, lasers, smoke, and even Mr. Smart and myself had 
the chance to beat-box into the microphone, contributing 
along with students on-stage to a live “mix-tape”. This 
unforgettable debut performance aptly demonstrated 
sound amplitude and frequency, whilst keeping the crowd 
thoroughly entertained. It was interesting to say the least! I 
was particularly pleased to see our students exposed to the 
exciting opportunities that exist within STEM fields, and I 
am hopeful that the high quality of this roadshow will have 
sparked some interest in students considering pursuing 
STEM careers. We are lucky to have such opportunities 
here, and it is nice to see such an event was well-
attended and thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

Mr J Gilbert
Science Teacher
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The Ski Journey 2016 took students and staff from Ash Manor 
School back to Saalbach, Austria.  The group was treated to a great 
week of fantastic sunny weather throughout, with great visibility 
of the beautiful mountains that form part of the Alps.
 
We were fortunate that despite the great weather, there was 
still plenty of snow throughout which allowed the students to 
complete a cracking red run from the top of the mountain back 
down to the bottom.  Saalbach has a wide range of ski runs 
and the students were able to experience the range across the 
Hinterglenn.
 
We stayed at the Sonnegg where our host Maria and her family looked 
after us, making great meals to help us recover from a tough day on 
the slopes.  In the evenings the students went swimming, took part in 
quizzes with St Edmunds Portsmouth (who we shared the hotel with) 
and saw a closely fought ice hockey fixture between two local teams.  
The week culminated in a fancy dress night out to a local restaurant.  In 
honour of Mr Rooney’s 50th birthday, staff and students headed out in 
sixties themed outfits for the pizza night!
 

The instructors were impressed with 
the students ‘can do’ approach every day and how every time a student 
fell down they jumped back up and gave it a go again.  The students 
learnt quickly and by the end of the week all the students, including 
beginners to the slopes, were good enough to head down red runs and 
certainly fast enough to beat Mr Sultana in a race!

Mr M Baines
Head of Mathematics

Ski Trip
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Physical Education Department 
This half term has been one of great opportunity in the PE department, with lots on offer for students to get 
involved in.

Mr Bufton kindly represented the department at the AMS STEM festival in April, showcasing our fitness 
testing equipment and giving members of the public a look into the world of Sports Science. 

The summer sports leagues and clubs are now in full swing, with Girls Rounders, Boys Cricket, Mixed 
rounders, Athletics and Girls Cricket all taking place after school. Trampolining club with Mr Rooney is as 
popular as ever too!

During a recent Gymnastics competition between local clubs and schools, Eloise Fearns took part and won 
two medals. She is a talented student and we are looking to bring Gymnastics onto the extra-curricular 
timetable as a result. Well done Eloise! 

The Year 8 Boys started their 
Cricket season in style, with 
a convincing win over All 
Hallows. The Year 9 Girls 
Rounders team have also 
recorded 2 wins from 2 in 
their opening matches. 

A special mention to the 
Year 11 Boys Rugby team 
who have been training 
every Friday night since 
Christmas. They played their 
latest game on the 11th May 
against All Hallows and won 
24-7. An awesome group of 
young men, who are a credit 
to the school community. 

On the 17th May, the school was represented 
at the Waverley District Athletics trials by 14 of 
our most talented athletes. There were some 
outstanding performances on the day, which will 
surely lead to AMS students being selected to 
represent the district at the county championships. 
Well done to all involved!

The summer term is always a fantastic one for 
sport, and this year is no different. Key dates 
include Sports Day at the Military stadium on the 
29th June, Sports Personality of the Year on the 
13th July and then SPORTATHON (24 hours of 
sport) taking place on the 15th July. The message 
to all of our amazing students… Get involved! 

Make sure you follow the PE Department on Twitter, to stay up to date with results and events. 

         @ashmanorpe
Mr J Wilder
Head of PE
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Cricket
A massive well done to Year 8 for winning their first 
cricket game vs All Hallows:
Anton Joseph (captain), Kendra Ansley, Ryan Lynch, 
Liam Aspital, Taylor Attwood-Williamson, George 
Headley, Malichi Kelly, Toby Peaceful, Jamie Hunt, 
Jayden Goulbourne and Ben Gammon.

It was a beautiful Summer evening spent at 
Aldershot Cricket Club - the club of champions! Ash 
Manor arrived early, won the toss and chose to field 
on a ferociously fast wicket. The first ball resulted in 
a wicket and others quickly followed as All Hallows 
slumped to an innings of 66 for 7. Ash Manor 
attacked from the off and managed to chase the 

total within 8 overs! A fantastic performance showed 
by all with a final score of 67 for 2! Ash Manor now 
top the Yr 8 Chance to Shine Cricket league with 
three more games to play.

Bring on Connaught on the 6th June!!!
 
If any students are interested in being part of this 
winning side then come along to  our Year 7&8 
Cricket practice on Thursday’s afterschool!

AMS PE Department

@ashmanorpe

No school should be without a PTA (parent-teacher association) and our wonderful school is no different!  
A few parents, with help from Mr Swan and Jane Sheridan, have reformed the PTA and will operate as FOAM 
– Friends of Ash Manor School.  

Our aims will be to:
 + Support the school in developing its reach with the wider community
 + Strengthen links between home and Ash Manor by getting parents involved in the life of the school 
 + Co-ordinate fund raising and social events that all our children and their teachers can benefit from
 + Offer parents the opportunity to participate and contribute to Ash Manor’s ongoing success.

This letter outlines some of the projects we are currently working on.

Second Hand School Uniform
If you have any good quality but outgrown items of school uniform (no ties or PE socks please!) you can 
donate to FOAM, then please bring them in after the half-term break.  We would ask that items are washed 
first and that any name labels removed.  Simply hang them on the rail in the Reception area (or, for non-
hanging items, put them in the marked storage bin provided) and FOAM will do the rest.

New Parents Evening: July 6th 
We will be hosting a welcome and drinks reception at the Induction Evening for next year’s Year 7 parents 
on Wednesday July 6th.  Second-hand uniform will be on sale and if you would like to join us as a FOAM 
ambassador that evening, we can promise you a glass of something and an opportunity to sign up to the PTA!

Future Events
To get our name and faces known, FOAM will be looking to hold an Alternative Quiz Night in October and a 
Christmas Hamper raffle later in the Autumn term.  That’s just for starters, so if you have any ideas for fund-
raisers/social events, please do let us know.

Next FOAM Meeting
FOAM has its next meeting on Monday 13th June at 5.30pm in the LRC at Ash Manor School.  If you are able 
to donate an hour of your time to helping develop FOAM into becoming the best PTA in town, just turn up 
on the day.  Don’t be shy - we’d love to meet you!

Best wishes from the FOAM team
Kim Casselton (Year 8)

Margaret Wickham (Year 7)
Peter Horncastle (Year 7)

FRIENDS OF ASH MANOR SCHOOL (F.O.A.M.)
Would like to hear from you! 


