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Adam Liddle Plays in the PlayStation Cup
Friday 8th May was a historic day for Aldershot & Farnborough District 
Football Club and, more importantly, for Ash Manor School. For the first 
time in the district’s history, they were competing in the PlayStation 
Cup, aka the National Final, against Wirral Schools and our very own 
Adam Liddle was part of the squad. He spearheaded their attack in 
their eventful cup run, including a ‘wonder goal’ in the semi-final. Adam 
went into the game in white hot form, having netted 9 goals in his 
previous 10 games, so it was safe to say confidence was high.

So, onto St Andrews, home of Birmingham City FC, League Cup 
champions as recently as 2011, for a nervous 80 minutes of football. 
Mr Bufton and Mrs Baines took a selection of students who have surpassed expectations within PE, in the 
minibus. After a rather expensive ‘pit stop’ at the services, we arrived with plenty of time to spare.  Mr Wilder 
and Mr Sanderson were being kept informed via the live stream on the internet. A very impressive crowd of 

just over 200 had braved the elements and 
were treated to an exhibition in passing 
by both teams. Adam played upfront on 
his own and the highlight of his first half 
was a free kick which he narrowly placed 
wide, still finding his radar early on in 
proceedings.  As the game went on, Adam 
became increasingly isolated against 
a dominant Wirral defence. This led to 
him dropping shorter into ‘The Wayne 
Rooney’ role but it was his persistence 
which fashioned the clearest opportunity 
of normal time.  Picking the ball up on 
the half way line, he rode a few tackles 
and curled a shot goal bound which 
was expertly parried away by the Wirral 
goalkeeper to deny what would have 
been a fairy-tale ending. 

The game drifted into extra time and Wirral began to exert their dominance. When the A&F defence failed 
to clear, they were deservedly ahead through a well taken finish with only 7 minutes left on the clock.  The 
young lads from Aldershot didn’t panic and began to up the tempo. It all seemed to be in vain and as the 
game creeped into added time in the second period of extra time, all seemed lost. How wrong we were 
to doubt! With no time left on the clock, Adam was fouled wide of the touch line. The resulting free kick, 
although not delivered cleanly, was deflected into 
the roof of the net by a Wirral player to send the A&F 
players and supporters into rapturous applause. After 
winning the semi-final on penalties, A&F were going 
to have to repeat the trick for glory in the final.  Adam 
stepped up first, at which point, the crowd held their 
breath. Unfortunately for Adam he was off target, 
placing his shot over the bar. A&F were not to be 
denied their destiny however as after 9 penalties, they 
emerged victorious as 4-3 winners.  A very proud day 

to be an Ash Manor Teacher, an even prouder day 
to be Adam’s form tutor. Now, let’s crack on with 
that coursework!

Mr Bufton, Teacher of Physical Education
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Greece Trip
During the Easter break a group of 46 Year 10 and 11 students 
visited Greece as part of their GCSE in Classical Civilisation. 
We spent the first two days in Athens visiting the Acropolis 
and exploring the seat of democracy. We then visited different 
archaeological 
sites, including 
the sanctuary 
of Apollo at 

Delphi and 
the site of the Ancient Olympic Games. At Olympia there was 
even the opportunity of running in the footsteps of Ancient 
athletes by running the length of the Olympic stadium! After 
laurel wreaths were awarded, we toured the rest of the site and 
made our way to the ancient city of Mycenae. After a final stop 
at the sea side resort of Tolon, we stopped off to make some 
Greek pottery in the traditional way and finally made our way 
back to Athens airport.  

Mr Matthews
Head of History

Dryslope Ski Season Starts
The Dryslope ski season has started again and 
Craig took part in the 3 day weekend meeting at 
Gloucester over the bank holiday and achieved the 
following results:

Saturday 2nd May  - Snowsports Wales Slalom -  2nd 
in Under 18 age group and 8th overall out of 63 
males racers (1 run on 2 different courses, both to 
count)

Saturday 2nd May  - Snowsports Wales Team Event – 
Craig was in a Team of 4 representing Aldershot Ski 
Race Club (‘A’ Team) and in a knockout competition 
they achieved first place overall

Sunday 3rd May  - Gloucester Club National – 2nd in 

Under 18 Age group and 14th overall out of out 81 
male racers ( 3 runs same course, best run of 1 and 2 
plus 3rd to count)

Monday 4th May  - Snowsports England GBR Series 
(Highest Competition Level) Joint 1st in Under 18 
age group and joint 8th overall out of 75 male racers 
(1 run on 2 different courses, both to count)

Last 2 weekends he has also taken part in the 
regional race series and achieved a 1st and 2nd 
place in age group.

Well done Craig!
Darren Speed
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Judo Competition
Lucy Williams and Ben Grist both represented 
Hampshire at the Inter Counties Judo 
Competition. They both fought incredibly 
well against some of the best players in the 
Southern area, with Lucy winning two of her 
three fights and Ben taking two of his fights to 
a draw. As a team, the Hampshire Squad came 
away with a bronze medal.

Plentycost Nothing Party
7th June 2-5pm, Ash Centre, Ash

Ash Manor Schools Glee group, ‘Soul United’, 
will be performing at this years’ Party!

Come along for an afternoon of song, fun and 
games for families and friends. 

Cakes and refreshments provided too AND it’s 
all free!

Local churches are hosting this party for our 
community celebrating Pentecost which 
marks the birthday of the church. 

Come and listen to up to 7 choirs sing. All 
local children, from tinies to teens. Listen to 
fascinating stories, have a go at the crafts, get 

your face painted, work off the cake doing 
the games, relax with a cuppa... and most 
of all...enjoy yourselves!

Hopefully we’ll have sunny weather again, so feel free 
to bring a picnic for the recreation ground outside.

Miss Matthews, Head of Music

Junior Maths 
Challenge

On the 30th April, 120 of our most able Mathematicians 
from Year 7 and 8 sat the Junior Maths Challenge which 
is a national competition run by UKMT where students 
solve challenging maths problems. We are currently 
awaiting the results. Some of our students also take 
part in the mentoring scheme afterschool on Thursdays 
and Fridays where they work in teams to solve similar 
problems. If any other students are interested in 
joining, please see Mrs Jackson.

Mrs Jackson
Teacher of Mathematics


