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The Year 11’s have been working hard for the past few weeks 
perfecting their cooking skills in the kitchen in preparation for 
their final exam in their GCSE Catering course. Students have 
been working towards creating a two course meal from a country 
of their choice. Using our taste buds we have travelled across 
the world from France to Mexico to Japan! They have created 
some beautiful dishes which brought our senses to life alongside 
professional presentation skills, exciting ingredients and a variety 
of textures that complemented one another. 

Mrs P Laughton, Food Technology Teacher 

Year 11 GCSE Catering Exam

Youth Speaks...  
Do you want to be seen and heard?  
On Tuesday 19th January, three of us attended the Youth Speaks Rotary Club competition at Rushmore 
Borough Council Chambers.

We chose to talk about stereotypes and included a range of current affairs including: gender roles, terrorism, 
equal pay and the role of the media. This topic is very important to us as we have all been individually 
judged for a number of reasons. 

Every week, for the past two months, we have met in Mrs 
Dudman’s classroom to practise and write our speeches. 
We all agree that it has helped to boost our confidence 
and has expanded our knowledge on this subject. Being 
treated like adults and having our points heard was an 
invaluable experience! 

On the day, each of us took on a specific role:
     Megan: Chairperson
     Riyya: Main speaker
     Michiaya: Vote of thanks

Our team tried very hard and we did our best but 
unfortunately we did not get through to the next round. 
Fortunately, Riyya our main speaker won the prize for best 
speaker in the competition. She did incredibly well and 
she is a great role model to others!

We all had a fantastic night and very much enjoyed taking 
part in this wonderful event. We were provided with food 
and drinks by the ladies of the Inner Wheel and would 
very much like to thank everyone who made the day 
possible.

We would also like to thank Mrs Dudman, as she gave up her Thursday evenings to help us with our 
speeches (and bought us pizza), our parents, for supporting us and lastly to the Rotary Club for letting us 
participate in this event!

Riyya Ahmad, Michiaya Gee and Megan Kenton.
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Lucy Williams travelled to Ingelmunster in Belgium in March to 
compete in a Judo tournament. This was only her second outing to 
Europe. She fought in the Under 18 age group and under 70kg weight 
group , coming up against a 1st Dan and a 1st kyu in her group. She is 
currently only a 3rd kyu. She fought brilliantly and came away with a 
well-deserved bronze medal.

On the 20th March, she  fought at K2 in Crawley and then on the 16th 
April she will be fighting at Fleming Park in Eastleigh. Good luck Lucy!

Accelerated Reader
Books are magical, they have the power to teach, to move 
and enthral.  They transport us to faraway places, ignite 
our imaginations and challenge our minds.

The mission of Accelerated Reader is to bring the joy of 
reading to every pupil.  The whole of Year 7 are taking part 
in the Accelerated Reader program and have read and 
quizzed the books at their book levels.  They achieved these levels following the start of the program from 
their star reading test.  To encourage reading, pupils receive house pounds when they gain 100% on each 
quiz, and progress to the next book level.  When they achieve 85% or more in their book quiz, it shows they 
are improving their reading ability and comprehension. 

Star Reading Test
STAR Reading is a computerized reading assessment that uses computer-adaptive technology. Questions 
continually adjust to pupils responses. If the pupil’s response is correct, the difficulty level is increased. If the 
pupil misses a question, the difficulty level is reduced. The test uses multiple-choice questions and takes 
approximately 15 minutes. 

Accelerated Reader is a computer program that helps teachers manage and monitor children’s independent 
reading practice. Pupils pick a book at their own level and read it at their own pace. When finished, 
the pupils then take a short quiz on the computer.   Passing the quiz is an indication that pupils have 
understood what was read.   Pupils using Accelerated Reader choose their own books to read, rather than 
having one assigned to them. This makes reading a much more enjoyable experience as they can choose 
books that are interesting to them. Teachers and myself, in my role as LRC Manager/Librarian, help pupils 
choose books at an appropriate reading level that are challenging without being frustrating, ensuring that 
pupils can pass the quiz and experience success.

The Year 7 pupils have now taken their second star reading test and the results have shown 136 pupils in 
Year 7 have improved in their reading, receiving higher book levels to read from and quiz.  1,245 books have 
been read since the pupils started the program.

Miss Hatt
LRC Manager

Judo

Ben competed in the Southern Area Open Judo Competition 
and won.   This is a picture of him (left) receiving his gold 
medal! It was a really great result as the competition was 
very strong and he fought so well in all 5 fights. 
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On Monday 7th March Ash Manor held our penultimate Personal Development Day for this academic year. We 
had a host of external visitors who supported the day and the staff leading and planning the days for each year 
group did a fantastic job to ensure that the students had enjoyable, varied and valuable experiences.

 
7 Billion Ideas, an educational company, came in 
to work with our Year 7’s on a Dragons-Den style 
competition focusing on creativity, independence, 
team work and presentation skills. Students worked in 
groups to design their own product which was then 
pitched to the rest of the year group at the end of 
the day. Year 8 took part in an Aspirations Day, aimed 
to open their eyes to life beyond Ash Manor and get 
them thinking about the wide range of exciting careers 
and options available to them. College talks and job 
profiling were tied into the day with the highlight 
being the Careers Fayre organised for period 5. Parents, 
governors and members of our local community gave 
up their time to 

come in and showcase a range of careers for students to find out about. 
A huge thank you to everybody who made this practical aspect of the 
day possible. Year 9 had a fantastic day themed around CSI. There was 
a ‘who done it?’ style mystery murder which students then had to solve 
by completing practical scientific and forensic experiments. The day 
also tied in with teaching students about the judicial systems linked to 
crime to widen their knowledge and understanding.    

Our Year 10 students had a very practical Healthy Lifestyles Day. A 
lesson focusing on healthy eating and nutrition saw students get the 
opportunity to design and make their own smoothies. This lesson was so successful thanks to David from the 
Co-op donating a huge amount of berries, milk and fresh fruit. Two work out sessions including boot camp 

and yoga were made possible due to external visitors 
Emma and Staff Sergeant Anthony Burrell giving up 
their time to come in and lead professional sessions 
with the students. Mr Banner took the lead on 
planning and organising the physical activities for 
the day. A huge thank you from us for making this 
possible. Students also experienced a meditation 
and mindfulness session as well as vital lessons on 
the impact drugs and alcohol can have on your 
body and physical 
health. Year 11 
had previously fed 
back that being 
so close to exams 
they would like 
to have a themed 
day focusing on 
one of their GCSE 

subjects. The English team planned a brilliant day for them where they 
were rotating around English sessions personalised for individual students 
looking at revision, specific exam skills, extended writing, language and 
coursework. 

Our final Personal Development Day will be held on Friday 8th July.  
Alice Raeburn 

Personal Development Day Co-ordinator

Personal Development Day 4
Monday 7th March 2016
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A competition named ‘Make That Profit’ was launched back in February by the Business Studies Department, 
where students who choose to sign up and then go through an interview process were given £10 and a month 
to make profit.  A percentage of their profit was donated to Great Ormond Street Hospital and the £10 was 
given back to the school by every group, but the rest they were allowed to keep for themselves. 

The winner, Emily Mabbs, made £120 and donated a good amount of that to our chosen charity. She made 
the money by selling sweets around the school to mostly teachers and some pupils. As the Curriculum Leader 
for Business Studies, I ran the competition and I intend to come back next year to do the same thing. I will be 
awarding all of the 15 contenders who took part in the competition at the yearly school Presentation Evening. 
The Business Studies department put on a great competition for students to enjoy whilst also raising 
awareness about the subject of Business Studies and encouraging younger members of the school to get more 
involved in the subject.

Aidan Bowker

Duke of Edinburgh Award 
On Thursday 03 March, students from Ash 
Manor received their Duke of Edinburgh Award 
at St Catherines School in Bramley.  The Mayor 
Guildford and the Chairperson of Surrey County 
Council presented the Bronze and Silver Awards to 
students across the Guildford area.  The students 
were commended for the valuable contributions 
they have made through the volunteering they 
have completed and for their determination to 
complete the expedition section, overcoming 
challenges along the way.

The next Duke of Edinburgh presentation is in 
October, so if you wish to attend please ensure 
your Award is completed through eDofE.  If you 
have any questions please ask Mr Baines.

Mr M A Baines
Head of Mathematics/Duke of Edinburgh Coordinator 

@ashmanormaths     @ashmanortrips

Make That Profit

On Thursday 3rd March students from Year 
7s, 8 and 9 represented Ash Manor at the 
Shape Inter-school Maths Competition. 
Representing Year 7 were Emily Mabbs, 
Anisha Shreesh and Katie Hurcombe. Year 
8 were Matt Townley, James Wensley and 
Kaleem Pusey and Year 9 were Hannah 
Burnett, Sam Hayes and Emma Salzmann. 
They were challenged to think outside the 
box in three rounds. All the teams worked 
brilliantly together and thoroughly enjoyed 
the experience. The Year 7s claimed second 
place and the Year 8s claimed third place.   

Hazel Williams
2nd in Mathematics

Maths Competition
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The Project Kenya 2016 team hosted their Annual Race Night at Ash Manor School on Friday 4th March.  The 
school hosted 130 guests who had the opportunity to become the owner of horses and have a little flutter 
ahead of the races.  The guests enjoyed a tasty curry cooked by our fantastic kitchen staff and drinks served by 
Miss Raeburn, Miss Williams and Mr Milner who were running a great bar.

 
The event raised over £1000 to support 
our students travelling to Kenya and to 
continue the schools links with Tetu Primary 
School.  The students will continue their 
construction of a fence around the school in 
July this year, carrying on the great work the 
students from 2014 started.
 
If you have any clothing or equipment 
that you would be able to donate to the 
population of Tetu please let Mr Baines 
know.  Please follow the expedition 
#amsprojectkenya on twitter this summer 
through @ashmanortrips.

Mr M A Baines
Head of Mathematics/Duke of Edinburgh Coordinator

Project Kenya Race Night

Year 7 Zoolab 
On Friday 11th March, Michael from Zoolab visited the 
Geography department for the day, bringing a range of animals 
which live in different environments around the world.  Year 

7 students were 
invited to attend 
an hour workshop 
where they 
learnt about and 
interacted with the 
animals. Spiders, 
snakes, snails, 
cockroaches, lizards 
and rats all featured 
and the students 

enjoyed being able to touch and hold the animals as they 
discussed their habitats, diet and physical adaptations. Students 
really enjoyed the session and came up with some fantastic 
questions for Michael about his animals. It was a brilliant way of 
bringing the outside into the classroom and making the learning 
real and hands on for the students. 

Miss Raeburn
Head of Geography

Oxbridge 
Former Ash Manor students have successfully been accepted by Oxbridge.  They are...

Holly Backhurst , who is studying Geography at Cambridge & Luke Hard, who is  is studying Law at Cambridge

Sherry Taylor - Executive Office Assistant
The Sixth Form College Farnborough



06

Two Much Fun!
This year Ash Manor’s Drama Department set itself 
the biggest challenge ever in staging not one 
but two pantomimes in response to the growing 
numbers of students opting to take the subject at 
GCSE. Not only would we stage two shows but we 
would take one on tour to as many feeder schools as 
possible. 

After just four weeks of rehearsal, the first show, 
‘The Izard of Woz’ took to the road at the end 
of November and visited seven feeder schools 
including Shawfields, Ash Grange and Waverley 
Abbey and told the lesser known story of Dirithy 
(who lived next door to Dorothy) and her adventures 
in Woz as she tries to defeat the evil Wicked Titch 
of the West. Carefully created to fit into two school 
minibuses (including cast and teachers) the students 
performed to nearly 2000 audience members of all 
ages. At each venue, the set was constructed, sound 
systems were rigged and the students entertained 
entire schools with comedy, songs, dance routines 
and audience participation. 

A particular highlight for the cast was the warm 
welcome we received at each school; the excitement 
and interaction brought by the audience kept our 
spirits high as the week went on. For all taking part 
it provided a very real insight into the demands and 
rigours of being part of a touring show as well as the 
physical demands of being ‘on the road’.

With sets, costumes and make up conceived and 
built by our theatre design students, the show was 
a massive success with many schools asking Ash 
Manor to return again soon.

We were also very fortunate, on our final 
performance of the week at Holly Lodge, to be 
joined by our new Headteacher, who wanted to 
come and see our amazing students in action. 

Our second pantomime of the academic year was 
Ash Manor’s annual student/staff performance and 
this year proved to be our biggest and best yet. Set 
the day after the original, ‘Back on The Beanstalk’ 
, we introduced everyone to George and his half-
brained buddy Bert who, along with a huge band 
of fairy tale characters, set about reclaiming all the 
objects stolen from the Giant’s castle in the original 
story.

This year saw the introduction of two new beautiful 
dames, skilfully played by Mr Baines and Mr Bufton, 
although Mr Milner managed to get back into a 
dress and play one of the narrators! Both nights had 
huge, supportive audiences and it was great to see 
the hall so full of people enjoying themselves. 

A huge thank you must go to Mrs Macey who, again, 
made all the costumes. Mr Pack and Mr Bristow 
built the sets designed by student designer Louis 
Carpenter and the whole show was Stage managed 
by Theatre Design students Paige Hayward Williams 
and Autum Todd.

There were so many stand-out moments this year 
that it would be wrong to pick just one but, what 
was brilliant was to see so many staff (15 this year!) 
involved and having a great time working alongside 
our students. 

Work has already begun on the script for next year’s 
show – we wont tell you what it is just yet but you 
definitely will need to brush up on your rock and roll 
– but, for our incredible Year 11 students its simply a 
time to feel very, very proud of themselves. 

Mr Swan
Head of Drama
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Curriculum Leaders
As well as representing and supporting at whole school events, this term the student leadership team have 
been working hard to feed the student voice back to departments. Issues that students have raised such 
as trips, topic options and clubs have all been being investigated through action research projects that the 
curriculum leaders have been planning and carrying out. 

Students – please make yourselves familiar with your student leadership team. If you have any queries or 
great ideas for particular subjects, let them know - they would love to hear from you!  Check out the student 
leadership board opposite student reception. Outlined below are some of the experiences that the student 
leaders have had so far in their roles. 

Miss Raeburn

Sam Hymas – 
Geography Curriculum Leader:
Since last year, when I was made Geography 
curriculum leader, I have had many influences 
on the department. I have helped with different 
events, promoting the subject and sharing my 
experiences such as at open evening and KS4 
Options Evening. I have also sat on interview 
panels to ask questions to potential teachers at 
Ash Manor School. More recently I have sent out 
questionnaires about Geography and am currently 
preparing the results of these to present to the 
department. Along with another curriculum 
leader, I mentor a Year 7 tutor group meaning that 
I assist once a week during tutor time and can be 
someone they can talk to if needed.   

Harry Barton – 
MFL Curriculum Leader:
My name is Harry and I am currently the 
curriculum leader of MFL at Ash Manor School. 
During my role as curriculum leader, I have been 
encouraging KS4 students to try out different 
revision techniques in order to aid them in their 
controlled assessments. Using the data I collected 
through talking with pupils regularly, I have been 
able to feedback to the department which types 
of revision would be most beneficial. Off the 
back of this I then created revision materials that 
the MFL teachers could use with other students. 
I am also responsible for creating displays 
throughout the languages department to make 
a more pleasurable working environment for the 
students. 

Holly Evans – History Curriculum 
Leader 
Since September, I have enjoyed every 
second of working closely with the 
History department, in order to learn 
from the teachers and improve the 
department as a whole. There have 
been ups and downs to the role, as not 
everybody shares my passion. However, 
you have to take all pupils opinions 
into account, as that is how you make a 
positive change to a department. It may 
not be instant but slowly and surely you 
can make changes over time. 

Whilst being a curriculum leader I have 
realised that there is a clear difference 
between a ‘good’ curriculum leader 
and a ‘great’ one. A great curriculum 
leader goes out of their comfort zone 
to interact with both the students and 
teachers to help make the best possible 
improvements to the subject. As well 
as this, a great curriculum leader never 
sees what is in it for their own benefit 
but sees how an act or movement could 
benefit people around them. Since 
being in this role, I have completed 
many tasks from representing my 
department in numerous student panel 
roles, to preparing and supporting the 
History department at open and options 
evening to, at this point, being mid-way 
through my chosen action research 
project. Each and every factor of being 
a curriculum leader is not only helping 
the department but is also helping me 
develop personal skills and will be great 
experience for my  educational future to 
come. 
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Ellen Robbins – Drama Curriculum Leader 
I have been guiding and mentoring the Year 7 tutor 
group 7V. I helped at the Year 7 Induction Days and 
have continued to visit the group weekly.

More specifically, within the drama department, I 
have helped at the schools Open Evening in October, 
been involved in the student interview process for 
the position of a new Drama teacher, and attended 
regular department meetings. Recently, I have 
conducted a survey, aimed at Year 9’s in particular, 
to see what the students enjoy most about Drama, 
focusing on whether students would like to begin 
to study technical Drama in KS3 as well as the 
performance side. I have begun to introduce an 
additional questionnaire to Year 7 groups, to see what 
they too enjoy/dislike. Finally, I have been helping 
to run the Year 7 Performing Arts club since the 
beginning of the year, which has been very popular.

Amy Gibbings – Philosophy & 
Ethics Curriculum Leader:
I am really enjoying my position 
because not only is it one of my 
favourite subjects but the teacher, Miss 
Moore is also my form tutor so I know 
her already. I also really like finding out 
what other people like or dislike about 
this subject. So far this year I have had 
meetings, organised display boards, 
helped plan trips and completed a 
research questionnaire for students 
about the subject. I followed this up 
with analysis of this information which I 
will then present back to Miss Moore. 

Bradley Reid – PE Curriculum Leader
As the Curriculum leader for the PE department I have 
taken data from a student questionnaire I composed, 
which showed places within the department that 
students feel could be improved upon. I have helped 
organise and run a dodgeball tournament for primary 
school children hosted by the department and taken 
part in a sports leadership course. As well as this I 
regularly represent the school in football, rugby and 
hand ball teams. 

Phoebe Robbins – Music Curriculum Leader
I have focused on is introducing new clubs to the 
department, for example I run a ukulele club for Year 
7’s. In addition, we are working as a department to 
make practicing at break times more enjoyable by 
introducing a rota to ensure there is always a GCSE 
music student in the practice rooms and mac suite. 
Another important area that I have worked on was 
the Christmas concert, setting up the hall and helping 
backstage on the night. Recently we sent out a 
questionnaire to a Year 9 tutor group to identify area of 
strength and weakness within music lessons.

Other than inside the music department, as a 
curriculum leader I have attended Open and Parents 
Evenings, given tours, been part of the student panel 
for interviews and represented the school at the 
Remembrance parade; I also work closely with a Year 7 
tutor group every week and complete mentoring.

Lois Malbon – 
Technology Curriculum Leader 
Technology is a very creative subject 
(which I love), and it can be as 
challenging as you make it, so you 
can set your own goals. Furthermore, 
Technology comes in many different 
forms, for example, Food Technology 
or Textiles, so there is something for 
everyone.

Whilst being a curriculum leader, I 
have signed students in for Parent’s 
Evenings, Options Evenings, Open 
Evenings and many others. I have also 
been on a student panel to interview 
potential new teachers, including the 
new Head teacher, Ms Bailey. I have 
also completed many tours to show 
potential new students and their 
parents around the school. Recently, I 
have sent out questionnaires to Year 8 
students in order to find out what can 
be improved in Technology, as well as to 
find out if anyone would be interested 
in going to a particular club within this 
subject.

In the future I would love to be able 
to take everyone’s feedback from the 
questionnaires and put them into 
action. Whether this be through more 
practical lessons or to set up a club, this 
will benefit the students of all years, as 
they will enjoy the subject, but it 
will also benefit me, as my highly-
set goals would be achieved!
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Sports Update
Thursday 10th March. Y9 Basketball 
at home v Farnham Heath End.

Due to injuries and other sporting 
commitments the Year 9 boys were 
only able to field five players for the 
home game against Farnham Heath 
End. With Captain Sam Scott unable 
to play due to a fractured thumb, and 
Harvey Macey also missing, the game 
was always going to be a tough test.

The team included long serving 
players Rupesh Tiwari, Olly Youlton and 
Morgan Yates, as well as newcomers 
Adam Zeggane and Callum Gostling. 

FHE had bought a physically imposing 
side, both in terms of size and 
numbers. Despite this, it was AMS who 
took the lead into the first quarter 
with the score at 8-6. The second 
quarter was a similar story with end 
to end basketball being played and 
opportunities for both sides. Some 
good screens allowed Tiwari to break 
thorough for some simple lay ups, 
whilst Youlton showed some good 
individual dribbling skills to sink back 
to back lay ups within 30 seconds. At 
the break AMS still held the lead 14-12. 
The third quarter was somewhat less 
eventful, with some good defending 
from both sides. Despite some tired 
legs, the AMS boys remained very 
much in the game. However it was 
FHE who took the lead going into the 
fourth and final quarter 15-17. The 
start of the fourth saw a sustained 
spell of pressure from FHE which 
led to several unanswered baskets.  
Unfortunately, the extra bodies of FHE 
proved to be the difference as during 
the final quarter the AMS boys simply 
ran out of steam. Despite a heroic 
effort from the boys, FHE opened the 
gap and finished eventual winners 
with a 24-17 win.

The boys were beaten but by no 
means outplayed, and had put in a 
huge effort to remain in the game 
right until the final minutes. The senior 
players in the side did a fantastic job of 
using their experience to good effect, 
whilst for the new players Zeggane 

and Gostling this was a fantastic 
learning experience. All five should 
be very proud of a performance 
that showed immense heart.

Friday 4th March. Y11 rugby at Weydon School.
Captained by Alex Weatherall, the year 11 boys played their first 
game of the season at Weydon school. Weydon are notoriously a 
very strong rugby school, meaning that this was always going to 
be a tough test for an Ash Manor Team, which included several 
players who were playing their first ever competitive game of 
rugby. 

There have been 
many hard training 
sessions over recent 
weeks in preparation 
for the game. Training 
sessions have often 
had in excess of 30 
students attending, so 
competition for places 
was hard fought. 

The game started 
at a high pace. Both 
teams looked to assert 

their dominance with many big tackles on both sides. Some 
inexperience in holding a strong defensive line from the AMS 
boys proved costly early on as Weydon moved into a lead of 
15-0.  The first AMS try of the game came though Matthew Hyde 
who showed excellent speed and strength to quite literally 
run through several of the Weydon back line. Buoyed by the 
confidence from this, the AMS boys rallied together to score two 
further tries, as well as a conversion kick, which saw the scores at 
the end of the first half at 25-17. 

Unfortunately for AMS, they were unable to capitalise on the 
change in momentum. The second half saw some a combination 
of inexperience from AMS, in terms of both ruck and line speed, 
as well as some excellent team play from Weydon. The AMS boys 
showed excellent spirit and fantastic team work to stick together, 
but unfortunately came up short losing by 45-17. 

Other Updates:
The Year 10 boys football team 
have made it, for the third year 
in a row, to the semi-finals of 
the District cup. A huge well 
done and good luck! 

The year 8 boys have shown 
real heart and character 
during recent matches, with 
outstanding performances 

from Cameron Edwards and 
Leo Spicer. 

The Year 10 Boys Handball 
team took part in their first 
tournament and came close to 
getting their first win in a tight 
match versus Rydens School. 
We will be winning soon! 

PE Department


