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I would like to take this opportunity to thank students, staff, 
governors and parents here at Ash Manor School for the very 
warm welcome that has been extended to me since my arrival 
six weeks ago.  When I first visited the school back in September 
2015, I was immediately struck by the community feeling and the 
very high regard that students and staff had for each other.  My 
feeling then was that Ash Manor School has a real heart and my 
first half term here as Headteacher has confirmed and reinforced 
that belief.

This has been an incredibly busy half term with numerous trips, 
Year 10 and Year 11 examinations, the Staff-Student Pantomime 
and of course the daily business of learning that we are so 
committed to.  In particular, the Year 9 Options Evening was a 
very enjoyable evening when the new curriculum was shared 
with families and I am pleased to have received so much positive feedback about the wider range of options 
and combinations that can be studied at Key Stage 4 from September; it is very important to us that our 
students get a curriculum that meets their needs and aspirations and I believe we are on track to deliver that.  

I am also very keen to listen and respond to the views of parents and carers and would like to remind you of 
a recent letter you received inviting you to a Parent’s Forum on Monday 22nd February from 6pm – 7:30pm 
when we will take some time to consider how families can support students’ attainment in Mathematics 
and English with particular emphasis on the new specifications and requirements.  You will then have an 
opportunity to give us feedback on aspects of our school that you particularly value and also to give us your 
ideas for further improvements and I would encourage you to participate in the evening and the future events 
that we are planning.

I consider it a great privilege to be the Headteacher of Ash Manor School and I look forward to continuing to 
work with students, staff and families to ensure that we retain the great heart the school has while we continue 
to develop the ways in which we strive for excellent outcomes for all.

I hope you all have a restful half term holiday and I look forward to students returning refreshed and ready to 
engage with every learning opportunity.

Agnes Bailey
Headteacher

PE 2015 Charity Fun Run  
The Physical Education Departments Fun Run was now into its second 
year, following on from the fantastic efforts in 2014. Once again, the 
British Heart Foundation was the chosen Charity, due to their amazing 
work and research in the prevention of Heart Conditions. 

The students spent a lesson preparing, learning the new route and 
being warned about the extremely muddy and slippery course (It’s 
not as fun without mud!). In every student’s second lesson of the 
week, they headed out into the countryside surrounding the school 
and took part in the 2km course. Some wore fancy dress (some great 
Onesies on show below!), others just their PE kit. One thing was the 
same for all- you couldn’t avoid the mud, as the photo of one of our 
Year 8 students proves!.

Some fantastic times were recorded, with some students even managing a double or 
triple lap of the course. The spirit shown by all was simply amazing and the members of 
staff out in the cold, wet fields had an equally great time cheering our boys and girls on. 

By the end of the week, we had raised a massive £406, beating last year’s total. This is 
made even more impressive by the fact that donations were optional and collected on 
the day of each race. 

Well done to everyone and we look forward to the 2016 Fun Run!
James Wilder, Head of PE
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Aachen
At precisely 23:06 on the evening of Thursday 17th of 
December, a group of year 11 students along with 5 
educators, departed Ash Manor for the festive capital of the 
world, the Christmas markets in Aachen, Deutschland. After 
the 9 hour journey across France, Belgium and then Germany, 
we arrived in the heart of Christmas itself surrounded by 
sheds full of Christmas goodness. Our first point of call was 
our guided tour around the beautifully lit up town with our 
native tour guides Helda and Zelda who shared the pearls of 
Aachen within a 96 minute window.

We then explored the Christmas cabins which sold 
everything from potato fritters to wooden tree 
decorations to foot long sausages to homemade 
ginger bread.  We ended the day celebrating our love 
for chocolate by visiting the homeland of Lindt and 
took advantage of the outlet shop by buying enough 
chocolate to last to 2018.

30 hours after our departure, we arrived back at Ash 
Manor, be it a little tired but full of Christmas spirit and 
goodies for all the family. 

Thank you to everyone involved. 

Frohes Neues Jahr Schwarzen Adler
Mr Henry et al.

 

Duke of Edinburgh and Project Kenya 
Training Walk
Sunday 07 February saw sixty 
students from the Bronze and 
Silver Duke of Edinburgh Awards 
and Project Kenya 2016 take part 
in a training walk.  Although the 
weekend was full of rain, we had 
a small window of dry, blue skies 
so were able to complete the walk 
with only the strong winds against 
us.

The students started out their 
circular route from the Water Lane 
Sainsburys in Farnham, walking 
through Runfold onto Tilford.  
Passing Moor House, the students 

investigated the World War 2 
gun placements, constructed to 
defend the area in case of German 
invasion.

The students enjoyed having a 
quick break in Tilford, with the 
picturesque cricket green next to 
the river.  The students then moved 
onto Charles Hill, moving through 
the Sands before returning to 
Sainsburys after the walk.

As ever, the students impressed 
the staff with their teamwork and 
navigational skills.  Furthermore, 

it was a testament to our students 
that we received emails from 
members of the public, who 
commented on how polite, well-
mannered and conscientious they 
were.

The next event for the students is 
the Silver Training Expedition and 
the Bronze Assessment Expedition 
will take place later on this year.  
Thank you to all the staff for 
supporting the walk and making 
the day possible.

Mr M A Baines
Head of Mathematics/Duke of 

Edinburgh Coordinator
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Ash Manors third Personal Development day on 20th January was another fantastic success.  Each year group 
was immersed into a theme of learning for the day including practical workshops, guest speakers, interviews 
and classroom based sessions.  

For Year 7, the theme was ‘Sustainability’, on both 
a global and local scale. Students learnt about 
sustainability in a range of contexts and were 
designing and creating cardboard cities and t-shirt 
bags focusing on reusing and recycling. Both 
students and staff thoroughly enjoyed getting hands 
on and there were some brilliant creations. 

Year 8 were working on ‘Diversity’, aiming to get them 
thinking about people, culture and traditions around 
the world as well as addressing stereotypes and 
cultural clashing.  Students were also encouraged 
to start thinking about what being British means to 
them and celebrating diversity around us. 

Year 9 took part in The Little Interview.  The day focused on careers and 
future options with students rotating around sessions designed to get 
them thinking about life after Ash Manor.  The highlight of the day were 
the 1:1 personal interviews with external visitors. This first practical 
interview experience was invaluable and although there were some 
nerves, the feedback from students and interviewers was fantastic.  A 
huge thank you to all of the parents, governors and volunteers from 
our community who took time out of their working days to support 
the event. To complete the day, James Ketchell, serial adventurer, 

returned to Ash 
Manor to give an 
inspirational talk. He spoke to Year 9 about the amazing 
adventures and challenges that he has experienced and 
drove home the vision that nothing is impossible or out 
of reach with hard work. Thank you to James for coming 
in and we wish him luck in his next challenge – crossing 
the Atlantic on a pedalo! 

Our Key stage 4 days involved our year 10 students 
working on financial awareness with tax, wage slips and 
budgeting a key feature, aiming to prepare them for the 
wider financial world. Year 11 learnt about PREVENT, a 

vital initiative to ensure that young people 
are aware of the dangers of extremism and 
radicalisation that they and others around 
them may become vulnerable to. Online 
safety was a feature of the day and we thank 
Gooseberry Planet for coming in to run a 
workshop. The day also included talks and 
sessions to open student’s eyes to the risks and 
vulnerabilities that people can be exposed to. 

We now look forward to our fourth Personal 
Development Day which will be held on 
Monday 7th March.  

Alice Raeburn 
Personal Development Day Co-ordinator

Personal Development Day 3
Wednesday 20th January 2016


