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Ash Manor School 
Retains its Engineering Crown

Five year 10 pupils were celebrating last night after 
guiding Ash Manor School to victory for a second year 
running in the annual FLUOR interschool engineering 
competition. The project this year, entitled ‘Moving on the 
Moon’, saw our students tasked with creating a balloon-
powered buggy that would then carry a variety of weights 
across a flat surface at the FLUOR offices in Farnborough. 

The team of Jarvis Chapman, Harry Barton, Karl Butler, 
Emily Baigent and Paris Joseph quickly identified that 
the key to success was a low build time on the day and 
therefore used their in-school design time to create a 
simple model that could be assembled quickly using only 
a few of the allotted materials.

Of the six teams 
representing 
their school on 
the day, Ash 
Manor School’s 
build time was 
half that of 
their nearest 

competitor. They worked efficiently as a team, assigning each other 
different segments of the build before bringing it all together 
quickly. The craft itself did exactly as intended, carrying a small 
weight to the end of the table and even knocking over the bonus 
target that had been positioned at the very end. This all meant that their simple design finished first above 

some other more complex but less 
effective models. 

Mr. Gilbert, who attended the 
competition with the pupils, said:
“I was astonished at how well prepared 
the team were and how effectively they 
had delegated their tasks into groups. 
They worked so well together that first 
place was well deserved.” 

Their prize was a £500 cheque for the 
school and a £20 amazon voucher each, 
with the school now awaiting a visit from 
FLUOR in the Easter term. The details 
of next year’s competition are yet to be 
released, but after this Ash Manor School 
can expect another strong performance. 

Tom Smart
Science Teaching Assistant
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Year 8 Aspirations Day
On Thursday 15th January the whole of Year 8 took part 
in Aspirations Day. This was a fantastic opportunity for 
students to start thinking about their GCSE options, 
courses beyond Ash Manor School and open their eyes to 
the amazing pathways available to them. 

We were very lucky to have guest speakers from Merrist 
Wood, Farnborough Sixth Form and Farnborough Tech as 
well as a talk about U-Explore. This is a fantastic resource 
for students to be able to research and find out about 
careers and colleges. 

Later on in the morning we held Ash Manors first careers fayre. 
18 local business people and professionals took time out of their 
working day to come into school and discuss their career paths 
with our students. Students were able to move around and ask 
questions to find out about which careers interest them. As well 
as gaining a range of information about jobs and pathways this 
also helped to develop communication skills and confidence. 
Our visitors were really impressed with the questions being 

asked and praised 
Year 8 as a whole 
for representing the 
school in a fantastic 
and positive manner. 

Feedback from both parents and students has been brilliant and 
full of praise. Well done Year 8 and a huge thank you again to all of 
our visitors!

Miss Raeburn 
Head of Year 8

A-Level French Taster Day
On Monday 19th January 2015, Miss Symonds along with a group of year 11 French students, ventured to 
Farnham Sixth Form College for a taster session in A-level French. 

Students, ahead of their applications to college, were 
able to experience what French is like at Key Stage 
five and see how their skills are developed from GCSE 
to A-level. 

The session was both informative and enjoyable for 
all students.

“What an eye-opener! I can’t wait to start French at college to learn the good stuff. They all sound so fluent 
and I want to be able to switch between English and French like them in an instance” (Student)

Merci bien à tous.
The MFL Department and Mr Bristow.
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Year 9 Little Interview
On Friday 16th January, 
men and women from 
local businesses visited 
Ash Manor School to 
put our Year 9 students 
through their interview 
paces! They certainly 
impressed our visitors;

“The students were confident, 
all were smart in dress. They 
had excellent personalities and 
were a credit to the school. 
Most were relaxed, calm 
and gave a good account of 
themselves. I would employ 
students from the school as 
they have the necessary life 
skills for the work place. It 
was pleasing that they were 
themselves”

Kevin Martin – Network Rail

“Students took the event very seriously and were 
thoroughly prepared. This enabled them to get 

the most out of this opportunity. They were polite, 
enthusiastic and it was a pleasure to meet them”

Robyn Chaddock – All Hallows Catholic School

“Pleasantly surprised with the quality and 
confidence of the individuals. Some were better 
than interviews I’ve had with much older students 
and adults” 

Simba Mlamba – Farnborough College of Technology

“All students were polite and represented the school 
really well”

Sarah Geary – Acadamy of Contemporary Music

“Students were well prepared and enjoyable”
Gordan Bell – Willmott Dixon

“I came to The Little Interview last year, and the 
difference/improvements this year are significant. 
Well done to all the staff who prepared the students 
for this. A fantastic day talking to some very 
confident students”

Sam Parkin – Farnborough Rotary Club

The Little Interview was completed on Friday 16th 
January 2015 by all of 
Year 9. The reviews from 
the volunteers speak 
for themselves on the 
success of the day. Year 
9 have been working 
hard alongside their 
tutors since November 
typing cover letters, 
writing job applications 
and practicing 
interview techniques in 
preparation for the big 
day. On the day each 
student was interviewed 

by one of the team of volunteers who gave up their 
time to help the students practice the valuable 
life skill of mastering the interview. Each student 
received individual written and verbal feedback 
on how they did. They will then get to go through 
the interview process again in year 10 and year 11 
learning from this feedback. The students were 

nervous but well prepared and each one of them 
stood up from the desk with a huge smile on their 
face and walked away in talk of how well it went. The 
students blew all our expectations in their dress, their 
attitude and how well they composed themselves 
under pressure. A huge congratulations goes to 
Max Pennell who was offered work experience after 
blowing them away with his interview.

Ellen Kettlewell
Head of Year 9
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Christmas is a Time for Giving…
Before Christmas the students and staff of Ash Manor 
School put in a huge combined effort and 
filled over 35 shoe boxes with various gifts 
suitable for the numerous 16-25 year olds 
who are being helped by the ‘Step by Step’ 
Charity based in Aldershot. The Step by 
Step charity provides support to “young 
people who are facing homelessness 
and adversity”.  The boxes were all then 
decorated and wrapped in Christmas 
paper and some of them included 
personal messages from the students. 
All this ensured that these young people 
had something to open on Christmas 
Day. The shoe boxes were a real success 
with lots of time and effort being placed 
into them which was gratefully received 
by the young people at Step By Step. 
One young person quoted:

“This Christmas at Step by Step was 
awesome! We all got some cool 
presents that were donated to us. Guys, 
you made our Christmas day this year 
ROCK! Thank you to all that donated 
gifts for us because without your help 
we would have nothing.”

Thank you and well done to all those 
involved.

Nikki Street
Head of Year 10

40th Anniversary Reunion!
Former pupils of Ash Manor School held a 40th 
anniversary of them leaving the school. Four of 
these students returned during the Christmas 
holidays for a tour of the school. They were amazed 
to see all the new buildings, and to find that the 
original parts of the school had changed very little. 

Hearing the stories they 
told on the way round, 
proved there is little 
difference between 
today’s students and 
those 40 years ago!

Peter Granville
Director of Business 

Development
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‘Focus and Never Give Up’
X Factors’ Jordan Morris visits Ash Manor School!
On Wednesday 5th of November, Ash Manor 
School was very 
fortunate to be 
paid a visit by 
Jordan Morris, 
one of the 
contestants from 
the popular TV 
show, X-Factor. It 
was arranged for 
Jordan to come 
into our school to 
do a presentation 
and performance 
entitled ‘Focus, 
and Never Give 
Up’. This was 
based on his own 
dreams, the path 
he had taken to 
reach his goals, 
and the hard 
work he has had to invest to achieve his ambitions.

Jordan performed 2 covers of songs for us, along 
with his own original song that was co-written 
with Dappy! We were all so impressed with his 
performance and couldn’t understand how he 
wasn’t still taking part in the competition on X 
Factor?! As well as playing the Selfie game (which 
had a lot of year 11 girls screaming to have their 
photo taken with Jordan!), we had the brilliant 

opportunity to take part in a question & answer 
session with Jordan, his manager JQ, his guitarist 
Tom and his producer Shaz.

We learnt about what being in the music industry 
was like, Jordan’s 
career and 
experience on X 
Factor and each of 
their (rather hectic) 
daily schedules. For 
example, an average 
day in the life of 
Jordan included 
a 5am start with 
a session with his 
personal trainer, 
before he could 
make his way to the 
studio to work on his 
music alongside JQ, 
Tom and Shaz.

All year 7 and 8 
students had the 
opportunity to meet 

Jordan and his team, and selected students from 9, 
10 and 11 also got the chance to see him in 
his element. We also got the chance to have 
autographs, selfies and a chance to just say 
“Hi”!

Many music students in particular saw this as 
an eye-opener and a fascinating experience 
which they took a lot from. A number of 
other students also enjoyed watching and 
learning about Jordan’s life and being able 
to meet someone famous! One year 11 
student in particular said “If he can work 
that hard to reach his goals, then I can too... 
I really need to write a revision timetable for 
my exams!”

We would all like to thank Miss Matthews for 
organising 
such an 
amazing 
opportunity 

for many students. 
Furthermore, we 
really hope that 
we can have this 
experience again!

Holly Dowling
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Exploring Higher Education - Year 7
On 14th January a group of 20 Year 7s visited the University of Surrey for an ‘Exploring Higher Education’ 
day. Led by student ambassadors, Ash Manor students undertook a range of activities to encourage them to 
think about higher education, to make them reflect on how they make choices, and to explore the facilities 
of one of the top 10 universities in the country. Pupils undertook a prospectus challenge to learn how to 
make best use of the prospectuses for colleges and universities, as well as gaining an idea of when they 
need to start thinking about future careers. Students fed back in form groups about their experiences. It was 
a thoroughly enjoyable day, with students raving about the University experience;  it certainly broadened 
students horizons and encouraged them to aim high. 

Eilidh Cook
Head of Year 7

Year 7 Japanese Taster Session
During period six on Friday 16th January 2015, a group of students from Year Seven were chosen to take part 
in a taster session hosted by the Japanese Learning Programme here at Ash Manor 

School.

During the session, students created paper 
hats using Japanese origami skills, learnt key 
Japanese greetings and created a bookmark 
with their names on in Japanese scripture.

Overall, the sessions were thoroughly 
enjoyed by all, both students and staff. 

Judo: Lucy Williams 9HAT
Lucy had a busy weekend with two judo competitions. She fought incredibly well in her weight group and 
came home with two Gold medals. She has two more competitions before she goes to Sheffield on March 
7th for the British Schools Championships.

Ellen Kettlewell
Head of Year 9
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Christmas Music Concert
Ash Manor welcomes Christmas in style!
On Tuesday the 16th of December 
Ash Manor hosted their annual 
Christmas Concert, and this years’ 
show was the best the school 
has ever seen! A spectacular 
showcase, including 19 acts by 
students ranging from Year 7 
to Year 11, where every single 
student performed to an 
amazingly high standard. 
Ash Manor Hall was decorated 

to look like 
a Winter 
Wonderland 
and the stage 
glistened with 
thousands 
of Christmas 
lights. As 
you walked 
through the 
doors, you were greeted with 
festive music, mulled wine and 
mince pies! 

Unbeknown to all the performers, 
the tickets sold like there was no 
tomorrow, with an audience of 
well over 230 friends, family and 
staff! The audience were amazing 
and such a good support to 
all the acts, their cheering was 
unbelievably loud!  
Even the school 
Governors who 
attended seemed 
incredibly impressed 
and were cheering 
along with the rest of 
the crowd!

Our Year Seven 
Choir made 
their debut 

performance, as well as Soul 
United, Ash Manors’ Gifted 
and Talented Glee group. 
Other acts ranged from a 
marimba performance and 
Rock bands, to a ukulele and 
vocal group. The winners 
of last July’s Feel the Music 
Competition, Acoustic 
Contrast, gave a spine 
tingling performance and 
Emma Watkins’ rendition 
of ‘Not About Angels’ was 
greeted with a standing 
ovation. The presenters for 
the evening - Myles, Jack, 
Rohil and Chris were highly 
entertaining with their 
amusing Christmas jokes and 
cheeky smiles.  

All performers thoroughly 
enjoyed the 
show and by 
the level of 
the applause, 
the audience 
did too! The 
acts and all 
the audience 
agreed that it 
was the best 
Christmas 

concert in the history of Ash 
Manor! A night that we will 
remember for a long time…  

We would all like to thank 
Miss Matthews for all her 
hard work, dedication, 
perseverance and support 
for putting on a wonderful 
show as well as giving us 
the opportunity to perform. 

Thank you! We 
are all really 
looking forward 
to the next one 
(counting down 
the days!).    

Holly Dowling 
and the Music 

Curriculum 
Leaders


