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Building on the success and popularity of this 
new sport to the school, the PE department 
has been able to invest in proper cheerleading 
mats. This large and colourful addition to 
the department’s equipment means that 
the squad can now train even harder and 
prepare for their competitions in the future. 
Miss Fletcher is very proud that this is a very 
talented group of girls but is still on the 
lookout for others to swell their ranks.

Cheerleading Update

Welcome to Mr Duffield   
Welcome to Mr Duffield who has joined our leadership team as Deputy Headteacher following Mrs 
Copeland’s move to a Head of School job in Portsmouth. 

Having now completed my first half term at Ash Manor School, I 
remain struck by the wonderful culture of the school community – 
I have been made to feel incredibly welcome by staff and students 
alike.  It quickly became apparent that this is a school with a 
unique character, where all the staff are incredibly dedicated and 
loyal to the students and where students are equally committed 
to making the most of the opportunities that the school provides 
them.  As we start the second half of the academic year, for our 
Year 11 students this time of year marks the ‘home stretch’ in this 
stage of their academic journey.  I know that all of our students are 
fortunate to have the very best support in helping them achieve 
their potential.  

Mr Duffield

Bouncing into the Nationals  
Huge congratulations to Ethan Goulden 
who continues to find fantastic success in 
trampolining.

After taking part in two previous rounds of the 
schools competition, one in Gillingham (Kent), 
and the other in Taunton Somerset; Ethan 
has now qualified to compete in the national 
schools championships.  These will take place at 
Northumbria University on Saturday the 18th of 
March. To reach this level of success is down to 
the way that Ethan embodies the school value 
of excellence.

A big thank you also needs to go to Mr 
Rooney for his tireless work with the school’s 

trampolining squad.

Good luck in the finals and we’re all keeping 
our fingers crossed for further success.
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Barcelona   
On the 10th of February 2017 thirty-nine students and five teachers set off for an adventure from leafy 
Surrey to the bustling metropolis of Barcelona.

Mr Bland and the Barcelona Team

Student Diary - Tom Greene and Katie Roots

We departed school at the early hour of 5am by coach.

After approximately 45 minutes of driving in the dark, we arrived 
at Gatwick airport. We went to check in, dropped our bags and 
explored the duty free.

Roughly 3 hours later and with a little race through the terminal we 
arrive at our gate, got on an extremely cramped bus to where our 
plane awaited.

The nerves and excitement 
of some lead to tears. An 
intense take off and bouncy 
landing brought us to 
Barcelona airport, where we 
got a bus to Urbany Hostel.

We went up to our rooms, 
dropped of the bags and 
found our way around the 
hostel. At 3:15 we set off to 
navigate our way round the 
local area, including the city 
centre where we roamed 
the shops and sampled the 
local delicacies.

A couple of hours later we gathered at the meeting point to make 
our way back to the hostel. We arrived back at the hostel, and 
had a few hours to relax before sitting down to eat dinner - which 
consisted of chicken, rice or chips and salad with a desert of 
tiramisu.

We had the rest of the evening to rest and relax for the next busy 
day ahead....
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Barcelona (cont.)   
Student Diary - Harry King and Chloe Matthew

After breakfast in the morning, we made our 
way to Las Ramblas where the bocadia market 
is. At the market the Spanish have different 
stalls selling fresh meats, seafood, fruits etc. We 
were allowed to explore the market and the 
shops at Las Ramblas and took the opportunity 
to sample the local produce.
From then on, we went to the Picasso Museum. 
Here we saw works from the artist charting his 
artwork throughout his life. It was interesting to see the different styles that influenced his work. 
After, we travelled by coach to Nou Camp where we did a tour around the famous stadium. 

We then returned to the hostel to get ready for dinner and the flamenco show. We ate at a buffet 
restaurant with delicious local food. The show was loud and exciting. The traditional style of dancing was 
extremely entertaining. 

By the time we got back we were tired out by the exhausting day. 
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Barcelona (cont.)   

Student Diary - Beth Cuthbertson & Krystine Cunningham

Firstly, we visited Las Ramblas and explored the shops along the 
street. Our group went to Starbucks and McDonald’s but there were 
so many options!

Next we went to the gothic quarter. It was so cool and everybody 
took loads of pictures. However, it was scary at the same time 
because there were groups of children making themselves into giant 
towers as big as buildings- EEK!

Afterwards we visited the Sagrada Familia which was stunning!! It’s 
amazing to think it was started so long ago, yet the building won’t 
be finished until 2020.

We came home, had a quiz which Mr Bland’s group won, had dinner, 
it was then time for bed to get ready for the busy day ahead.

All in all an amazing day!!
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Barcelona (cont.)   
Student Diary - Mia Franks & Iona Gannon

Today we didn’t have to wake up as early to go down to breakfast, so we all got a lie in. We had a 
leisurely breakfast  and left the hostel at 9:40. We got on the coach and sang happy birthday to Miss 
Maddison because she was lucky enough to celebrate it out here with us! First of all we went to Park 
Güell for an hour. We explored the area which was truly beautiful. 

We then headed to Las Ramblas and did some shopping 
buying some souvenirs to take home. We walked towards 
Gaudi’s first house but had to take a pit stop to go to the 
toilet. We walked around the house and explored how 
Gaudi lived. We were meant to go onto the roof and look 
at the architecture but unfortunately it had started to rain 
heavily so we could not.

Then we walked to The Gaudi House Museum and 
listened to a tour all about how Gaudi got his inspiration 
from nature and used that to make the shapes in his 
house. Here we were able to go on the roof and fully 
explore the house which enabled us to witness breath-
taking views across Barcelona. 

After that we headed to the bus and went back to the hostel to relax for a bit. We decided to go to the 
nearby shopping centre to buy some more souvenirs before we left. After 
walking back to the hostel we had tomato pasta and chicken for dinner 
with a chocolate cake for dessert. As it is our last night we all headed 
back to our rooms so that we could pack and prepare for our last day in 
Barcelona. 

Overall it was an amazing last full day before our journey back home.

Day 5 Final Leg...

Today was a fitting end to a wonderful trip. 
We spent the morning exploring the Olympic 
Stadium and Olympic museum which was 
very inspirational. 

After a short coach ride we spent our final few 
hours at Pobol Espanyol a beautiful village 
museum highlighting the wonders of Spanish 
life. 

Fittingly, today the sun shined and capped 
a Barcelona that educated, enlightened and 
develop our young adults. 

What a wonderful trip.

Mrs Wilson, Miss Maddisons, Miss Stone, Mrs 
O’Conner and Mr Bland
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An insight into Tutor Time and the Year 11s preparing for the summer. (Don’t forget that all years take exams 
and if we are excellent all the time it becomes a habit)

Revision is important and can be fun!

Years 10-11 have been completing mocks 
recently and thoughts have turned to revision 
and interventions.  My year 11 tutor group are 
on a countdown to their final PPE mocks after 
half term and their GCSEs after Easter.  We have 
been discussing different revision styles and 
ways of maximising the time spent revising. 

The first thing to do is create a revision timetable.  Start 
off by putting in all of the things you like doing e.g. 
meeting friends, social media, swimming, gym, even 
making a cup of tea.  Then fit your revision around this.  
You should aim for at least 2 hours a day and add more 
time in the run up to the final exams, but anything is 
better than nothing!

Next think about what you will need to revise.  Do you 
have your exercise books, revision books or past papers?  
Are there notes from your teacher? Do you need a 
computer, some paper or card, coloured pens or a folder?  

Almost as important is where you revise.  Don’t shut yourself away in your 
room… go somewhere where your family are.  They can quiz you, help you 
stay on track and you won’t miss out on anything.  One of my favourite revision 
techniques is to teach someone what I have learnt. If no one is there… try the cat!

The things we need to focus on learning when we are revising are:
	 •	 Key	words	and	how	to	explain	them
	 •	 Quotes	and	what	they	mean
	 •	 Arguments	and	different	points	of	view
	 •	 How	to	answer	the	varied	types	of	question
	 •	 Remembering	as	many	facts	as	possible

Revision doesn’t need to be a lonely activity.  It is hard 
work and time consuming but you can work with others 
to help with this.  Some of the boys in 11P2 have come 
up with their top revision tips to help all years as follows:
 1. Cue cards
 2. Use colours
 3. Partner or group to revise with
 4. Group chat messenger 
 5. Mind maps

Other revision techniques are to create a mnemonic, 
especially good for science and creating a ‘loci’.  A loci 
is a journey you take or a room you know – learn facts 
and put them in different parts of the journey or room 
to help you remember. Finally, if you get stuck, ask 

for help!  Either your form tutor, teacher or your friends can help.  A problem shared is a problem halved.

HAVE A REVISION PARTY AT THE WEEKEND OR THE EASTER HOLIDAYS!

Revision
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Update from the English Department 
Romeo and Juliet 

Romeo and Juliet performance by the Guildford Shakespeare Society 
took place on Friday 13th January. The actors performed key scenes, 
pulled students up from the audience to take on roles and helped 
explain the process actors go through to create a character. Even 
Mr Milner got involved as the handsome and dashing Count Paris (a 

certain amount of imagination 
from the audience was needed 
here!) The performance was 
very enlightening and allowed 
the students to understand 
the different interpretations that can be made of a single line. 
Additionally, the students took part in workshops where they were 
considering the relationships between characters.

Riya Ahmed writes about the Public Speaking Competition:

I can most definitely say that I am a person who likes to be heard. The rotary club helps me do this. I love 
working in a team and writing all of the speeches together. But first I love choosing the all-important 
topic. Its run deciding what we believe needs to be addressed. A topic that we can all relate to and 

express a bucket full of emotions. Then of course I love 
preparing. Booking the theatre at school and scheduling 
dates to rehearse. Of course rehearsing the speech is no 
easy task. However we like the challenge. Then comes 
the time when we have to go to the competition. The 
nerve wrecking car ride is usually silent. Then when you 
enter the room where you will perform your speech. 
You become speechless, which doesn’t happen much. 
The nerves turn to excitement, then to nerves, then to 
excitement. Your stomach is a rollercoaster. When you 
actually preform your speech all of these fears and worries 
fly out of the window. You just feel joy. Even if your team 
doesn’t win anything you still feel happy that you are 
there. By the end of the evening your mouth aches from 
smiling so much.

Try Reading Bingo

The English department are committed to ensuring that 
we are a reading school. Literacy is vital for success both 
in school and in the wider world. The more we read the 
more doors are open, both in terms of education but also 
our imagination. To support this the department is running 
a number of initiatives, one of which is reading bingo. 
Students can use the card below to read a range of texts 
whilst working towards a line or a full house. Praise points 
will be awarded for students completing their cards. Also 
please feel free to use the card to inspire you to find 
        something new and interesting to read.

        Please look out in future newsletters for further ideas to 
        make us a community that reads.
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On Thursday 12th January 2017 Ash Manor kicked off the new 
half term with our third Personal Development day of the year. 
Once again, we had a range of activities and workshops going on 
in school with lots of external visitors in supporting as well as a 
whole year group trip out to Kidzania in London for our Year 8’s. 

Year 7 were focusing on sustainability and had a fantastic hands 
on day taking part in some drama sessions, making bags out of 
old t-shirts in textiles, creating amazing recycled animals in art 
and interacting with rainforest animals with Zoolab in Geography. 
Through these practical activities students were learning about 
the importance of sustainability and how we can reuse and recycle 
to protect our planet for the future. Thank you to Miss O’Connor 
for organising this day for our Year 7’s. 

Year 8 had a fantastic day at Kidzania led by Miss Griffiths. This was 
an amazing opportunity for all of Year 8 to go to Westfield and 
visit the Kidzania centre. Once inside students were responsible 
for ‘running the world’ and immersed themselves into different 
jobs and activities for the day. They worked in various roles to earn 
money which could then be spent within the centre. This gave 
students a brilliant insight into the world of work and was a great 
way to start getting them thinking about their future careers and 
life beyond Ash Manor. 

Year 9 took part in the Little Interview organised by Mr Bland and 
Ms Peterkin. Following on from the success of previous years, this 
year’s Little Interview gave invaluable opportunities for students to 
plan, prepare for and take part in a formal interview with external 
visitors from the wider school community. Although the nerves 
were running high, the interviews were incredibly successful with 
some brilliant feedback from both students and visitors about 
how beneficial the experiences have been to support students in 
preparing for life beyond Ash Manor and getting them thinking 
about their future college and career plans. A huge thank you to 
all of our visitors who took time from their working days to come 
in and support us with this event.  

The theme for year 10 was PREVENT, an important current topic 
which was designed to educate students on the risks surrounding 
extremism in the 21st century. Students were able to learn about the threats and discuss any concerns and 
issues in an open and safe setting and most importantly this has highlighted to them where to seek support 
and advice if they are ever concerned about themselves or others within our wider school community.  

Finally, our year 11’s had the brilliant opportunity to become first aid qualified. We had 6 trainers come 
in from St. Johns ambulance to deliver the ‘first aid in a day’ course to each and every one of our Year 11 
students. They were incredibly successful and had a great day learning the basics of first aid. This is a great 
skill for all of our year 11 students to have and each successful student has now been awarded the first aid in 
a day qualification. 

Our next Personal Development Day for students will be held on 28th March 2017.  
Alice Raeburn  

Personal Development Day 3
28th November 2016



09

Staff get stuck in
for the ‘Bake Off’ house competition
January saw staff follow in the 
student’s footsteps and take part 
in the ‘Ash Manor Bake Off’. Eleven 
budding Berrys and Hollywoods 
donned their aprons after school 
and spent the next hour and a half 
competing for their Houses. A large 
audience of students were there 
to cheer them on and offer moral 
support.

The temperature quickly rose with 
staff desperately trying to turn out 
culinary perfection. Some were even 
to be seen desperately begging their 
creations to rise! As time ran short 

some kept 
their cool, 
whilst 
others turned to the icing bag to cover 
up crumbling tops and soggy bottoms.

As the student leadership team arrived 
to judge they were astonished to see 
so many fantastic creations. After much 
sampling they retired to consider their 
verdict before returning to announce 
the inaugural AMS Staff Star Baker as 
Miss Whitfield. Her chocolate brownies 
were not only a thing of beauty but also 
tasted delicious. 

A huge thank you to the staff involved 
as well as the tireless Mrs Laughton, 
who yet again put on a fantastic event. 
Keep your eyes peeled for the next event which is planned to be an Ash 
Manor Student MasterChef! 



On Thursday 26th January 10 aspiring engineers 
from Year 11 got the opportunity to meet a number 
of STEM ambassadors currently working within the 
industry. Held at Winchester Science Museum, the 
students were given five minutes per engineer to 
discuss how a career in the science and engineering 
field might take shape. From dredging sea beds in 
an effort to monitor climate change all the way to 

building the vehicles of our future there was plenty 
to interest any potential engineers. The reward for 
all this chatting was a private viewing at Winchester 
Science Museum’s stunning Planetarium, where the 
students (as well as Mr. Smart and Mrs. Michibata) 
were taken on a whistle-stop tour of the Universe 
which left all ten students plus two staff in awe. 

Mr. Smart

STEM Speed Dating

On 31st January Year 10 students Max Hamblyn, Katie-May Brown, Rupesh Tiwari and Ciara Sheridan 
represented Ash Manor School in the annual inter-schools engineering competition held at Fluor in 
Farnborough. 

Ash Manor have strong pedigree in the competition having been victorious two years ago, so the pressure 
was already on when the brief to building an overflow water irrigation system that would transport beads 
down a structure arrived the week before. As always with the Flour competition the materials given for the 
build were basic – paper, card, tape and a few other stationary items forcing the students to really engage 
with the brief and think creatively. 

Their agreed design centred round a triangular structure where water overflowed at one end into the next 
trough. When constructed at the Fluor site the design worked perfectly, and although not easy on the eye it 
transported all beads to the bottom. Their design was also discussed at length by the engineers who were 
judging the competition, as it was in stark contrast to all other efforts from the other five schools taking part 
and showed the creativity of our students.

Unfortunately despite completing the challenge successfully Ash Manor were pipped to first prize by 
Collingwood school, whose extra layer increased their number of transported beads. A close run thing, and 
our students can be very proud of their efforts.
          Mr. Smart

Ingenuity Takes Third

10



At Ash Manor we are passionate about our community, so it is always a pleasure when ex-students come 
back to teach with us. Here are 2 examples of this in their own words.

Student to Staff

Mr Tubridy
My area of expertise is Physical 
Education and in particular 
Football although I also love 
Maths.  In order to become a 
teacher I studied English, Maths, 
Science, PE Product Design, ICT, 
History and Geography at GCSE 
level. This entitled me to further 
my education at Guildford 
Merrist Wood College studying a 
BTEC National Diploma in Sport 
as an attendee of a football scholarship programme.  
After making a decision to attend university to gain a 
degree; I decided to apply and accept a position on an 
undergraduate programme which was Sports Coaching 
and Physical Education at the University of Chichester.  
After graduating, I worked for Chelsea Football Club as 
a full time coach for two and a half years, which allowed 
me to travel to a few countries as part of the coaching 
staff.  Once I had decided I wanted to train as a Physical 
Education teacher, I conducted my training on a school 
direct course at Weydon School in affiliation with the 
University of Chichester.

After the initial contact from the school regarding a 
teaching position, I wanted to return to provide students 
an education that allows them the opportunity to 
express their individuality, offer them opportunities that 
I was fortunate to have both witnessed and completed 
whilst also hoping to change the stigma that education 
finishes once you have the safety net of the educational 
institutes.  I also believe this school is a fantastic place to 
develop social skills, complete extra-curricular activities 
in a range of curriculum areas whilst developing 
a mentality that by doing just enough is not good 
enough and that we all (both staff and students) have 
to go above and beyond in order to make this school 
outstanding.

There are only a number of teachers who are still 
members of staff when I attended.  For Mrs Clements and 
Mrs Lewis, they had both had the pleasure of teaching 
me whilst Mrs Lewis was also my Head of Year for a 
couple of years.  Mrs Luhman then became my Head 
of House when the House system was first introduced 
to the school.  Mr Matthews and Mr Milner are the two 
remaining teaching staff that are still teaching at Ash 
Manor today when I left.

Mr Kent
I am a History 
teacher here at 
Ash Manor.  I 
studied History 
at GCSE, A 
Level and then 
completed my 
degree in History 
at the University of 
Winchester.

My teacher training took place in 
Basingstoke and Andover where I trained 
and worked in several secondary schools 
that gave me a wealth of experience in 
different school environments.

I was drawn to work at Ash Manor 
after seeing a job advertisement and 
remembered how much I enjoyed my 
time at the school.  I remembered the 
high quality of teaching and felt that I 
would be able to contribute to this ethos 
and would relate to the students on what 
they are going through having grown up 
in the local community myself.

Strangely, there are some teachers 
that are still here that did teach me 
but only two of them, both of whom 
have got married since I knew them. I 
remember them as Miss Brown and Miss 
Budworth, though I won’t embarrass 
them by saying who they are now!  Of 
course Mr Matthews was also here but 
unfortunately I was never taught by him!

I have many fond memories of my time 
at school like the Sports Days and various 
English trips to the Theatre, but my most 
prominent memory was the Year 10 trip 
to China that we went on for History.  
Climbing the Great Wall of China, 
eating the amazing food and seeing a 

completely different culture that I 
had not experienced before or since!  
All because of the amazing work that 
is done at Ash Manor.11



We were delighted to welcome students from Weydon, Farnham 
Heath End and Abbeywood to Ash Manor on 7th February to 
compete as ‘businesses’ in The Bradford Business Game.  Including 
Ash Manor, there were 100 students taking part in the day in 10 
mixed teams.  

The event was organised as part of 
the TFN initiative and run by Moving 
Ambitions.  The day was fully 
supported by business students 
from the Sixth Form College, 
Farnborough who mentored the 
students and acted as judges.  

It was a great opportunity for our 
students; throughout the day they learnt 
about budgeting and cash flow, sales and marketing, 
purchasing and production.  In addition they added 
to their skills sets using team work, leadership, 
problem solving, time management and creative 
thinking skills.

The teams worked really well throughout the day, 
quickly bonding and getting on with the task in 
hand.  At the end of the 
day there was a very high 
standard of presentations 
as students fed back about 
their companies, their 
achievements and how 
they had done throughout 
the day.

The Sixth Form students 
were fantastic and worked 
really hard to support 
the students and help 
facilitate the day.  Ash 
Manor students were 
excellent hosts to the 
visiting schools and all 
the students were great 
ambassadors for their own 
schools.  Congratulations 
to all the teams who took 
part and thank you to 
Elaine, Richard and Sheila 
from TFN and Moving 
Ambitions for a great 
event. 

A great day at Ash Manor 
was Business as usual

Who knewWho knew
mucking inmucking in
could feelcould feel
this good?this good?

Take on an Army obstacle course.
Go on exciting expeditions.
Develop your leadership.

The best experiences of your life are waiting.
Get stuck in at Combined Cadet Force.

ASH MANOR SCHOOL 
COMBINED CADET FORCE

combinedcadetforce.org.uk
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