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This term has seen the first Ash Manor Bake Off with twelve 
pupils participating to claim the prize of the ultimate star 
baker at Ash Manor School. Three pupils from each house 
have competed throughout the competition with two 
pupils leaving each week after a blind judging from senior 
members of the staff team. Pupils have created outstanding 
dishes and have continued to impress everyone each week 
with their baking achievements. There has been great 
enthusiasm from pupils, staff and parents all supporting 
the pupils throughout the competition ending with a 
‘showstopper final’ between Sparta and Galileo house, 
where both pupils, Tia Vivash (Y10) and Katie Homick (Y8) 
had to cook a baked product that had to wow the judges. 
The winning bake was  made by Katie Homick who baked 
an exceptional sponge made with fresh blueberries and strawberries and buttercream and has been excellent 
throughout the entire competition. We look forward to what baked delights will be cooked next year in the 
Ash Manor Bake Off.

Bake Off

Mrs Copeland Farewell  
I have really enjoyed my time at Ash Manor School. It has been an absolute 
pleasure to work with the amazing young people of this community and 
watch them develop and achieve great things. They are so lucky to have such 
a fantastic body of staff around them who have such high expectations of 
them and go above and beyond everyday. To be part of this community for 
the last few years has been a real honour and I will miss everyone hugely. As I 
move on to take up the next exciting challenge in my career, I want to wish all 
the staff, students and parents a happy and prosperous New Year and all the 
best for the future.
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The staff and students really embraced the Children in Need fun on Friday 18th November ; taking part in cake 
baking, House colour mufti and throwing sponges! This annual charity offers a chance for our students to think 
about those in the wider community who need that extra support and help.

The total raised was just over £1700 for this amazing charity.

Inter House Football  
During the last term Friday night became House Football night. The competition 
was run over the course of 3 weeks with a different year group each week. Week 
3 also saw the girls’ competition taking place. The standard of football across the 
weeks was fantastic with the budding Rooneys, Messis and Shorters showing off 
their impressive skills.

The competition was fierce and in the final reckoning Venture was able to squeak 
out a 1 point victory over Galileo.

A huge thank you to Mr Banner for running the whole event and the many 
students and staff who braved the cold every week to cheer on their House.

Look out in future newsletters for further House competitions.

Children in Need
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This term Y9 have been 
completing their celebration cake 
project in time for Christmas. 
They have researched different 
cake making methods, looked at 

existing products and designed 
and planned their own celebration 
cakes to make in their lessons to 
a set brief. There have been some 
excellent cakes with some unique 

design ideas with outstanding 
results.  Next term Y9 will look into 
street food and make their own 
street food pastry product by half 
term. 

Celebration Cakes in Technology

Disneyland Paris Trip 2016  
On Friday 16th December 67 students and 6 staff left Ash 
Manor School at 6am destined for Disneyland! After arriving 
safely and checking into our hotel we headed to the Disney 
Village to watch the Buffalo Bills Wild West Show and have 
a meaty feast for dinner. The Park was covered in Christmas 
lights and looked absolutely magical. 

Saturday morning we had an early start to head to the park 
where students were able to spend the day exploring the rides 
and attractions and choose which Disney café they would 
like to have lunch and dinner. We then all met together in the 
evening to watch the spectacular fireworks and lightshow 
above the Disney Castle. Space Mountain and the newly 
opened Thunder Mountain were some of the favourites as well 
as the Buzz Lightyear Toy Story ride. We then headed back to 
the hotel for a much needed sleep to prepare for our last day. 

Sunday morning we packed and checked 
out of our hotel before heading back 
into Disneyland to the Studios. There 
were some amazing attractions and rides 
including the Tower of Terror, Rocking 
Roller-coaster and the Ratatouille 3D 
experience.  Despite the queues and the 
cold, spirits were high and a lot of Disney 
ears were purchased! 

Many Thanks to Mrs Baines, Mr Tubridy, 
Miss Cushen, Miss Michibata and Mr 
Gilbert for giving up their weekend 
before Christmas to support the trip and 
to all the parents who were ready and 
waiting for us to get back at midnight on 
the Sunday! 

Miss Raeburn 
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On Thursday 3rd November, 26 Year 11 GCSE PE students took 
to the road and headed to Cornwall for a climbing and archery 
residential. 

Over the next 4 days, students worked hard to improve their 
skills in these two sports, as well as trying their hand at surfing. 
It is fair to say that we have some very talented Archers, 
Climbers and one or two surfers in the making! 

J J Gayle was a standout performer, 
scoring the highest archery total 
that the staff had ever witnessed.

The weather was fantastic, all be 
it a tad cold in the water. Students came away from Cornwall with excellent GCSE 
practical grades in the bag, as well as some fantastic memories.  

A big thanks to Mr Grayer, Miss Fletcher and Mr Wilder for taking the students.

Karting Success  
Year 8 student Owen Tolley is part of AMS PE 
department’s Most Able Gifted and Talented 
programme. His sport and passion is racing his 
Honda Cadet kart at speeds up to 60mph

After winning club level championships 
at Buckmore Park (Chatham) and Bayford 
Meadows ( near Sittingbourne) in 2014 and 
2015, and also finishing as runner up in the 
Kent championship for both of those years, 
2016 saw Owen test himself at national level for 
the first time. 

The British Championship took Owen around 
the country as far away as Scotland, the Lake 
District and Wales; racing wheel to wheel with some 
of the very best young drivers in Britain. The season 
proved very challenging with Owen suffering from 
more than his fair share of racing incidents and 
mechanical failures, which provided some character 
building experiences!  In the end Owen finished 
twenty-first out of sixty-four entrants, and ninth out 
of over forty other 
“Rookies” that were 
competing in the 
Championship 
for the first 
time. Despite 
missing out on 
his ambition of a 
top fifteen finish, 
there were a lot 
of positives to 

take away, including making the” A” Final at every 
round, a top ten in qualifying at Larkhall (Scotland), 
fifth place in one of the heats, and a fastest lap at 
PF International, the largest, fastest and one of the 
most challenging tracks in the UK. 

On returning to club racing at the end of the British 
Championship, Owen put his increased experience 
to good use, taking four podiums in his last six races, 
including a win at Shenington in Oxfordshire and 
winning the prestigious “H” commemorative trophy 
at Buckmore Park at his last race in November.

This annual event was instigated in 2010 by former 
F1 and Motorcycle World Champion John Surtees in 
memory of late son Henry and many of the previous 
winners were British Champions. Owen beat 
a very competitive field of thirty three drivers, 
including the UK number two seed and British 
“Open” champion, to take the victory. 

Cornwall Residential PE Trip 
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Personal Development Day 2
28th November 2016
On Monday 28th November we held our second Personal 
Development Day for the year where all students took part in 
activities based around themes from our PSHE and Citizenship 
curriculums.  

For our Year 7’s Miss Symonds organised a languages day where 
a range of cultures and languages from around the world were 
explored through a range of lessons, practical workshops and 
activities. Students were able to experiment with Greek cooking, 
building iconic European landmarks and learning Arabic. 

Year 8 spent the day learning about healthy lifestyles led by Mr Tubridy. Students rotated around 3 core topics 
of physical fitness, healthy diets and healthy minds. The day included bush tucker trial style activities in science, 
with students working out the nutritional value of various bugs and insects before sampling the delicacies 
themselves. They took part in physical fitness activities as well as learning about the importance of a healthy 
mid set and took part in some meditation. 

Year 9 spent the day which was organised by Mr Wilder 
looking at healthy relationships. They took part in a drama 
workshop which focused on what makes healthy and 
unhealthy relationships and also worked on a session to 
do with peer relationships and how to tackle and prevent 
bullying. We had a fantastic theatre company called Alter 
Egos who came in to perform Chelsie’s Choice to year 9 in 
the morning which taught them about the risks of sexual 
exploitation of teenagers and unhealthy relationships. 
Chelsie’s Choice was also performed throughout the day for 
our year 10 and 11 students. 

The theme for year 10 was sex education which was 
organised by Ms Wilshaw. An essential topic for students to 

learn about in the safe setting of the classroom, the workshops were based around consent, and sexual health. 
Thank you to all the staff who worked with and supported Year 10.

Finally, our year 11’s they took part in the Big Interview led by Ms Dudman and Ms Peterkin. Following on 
from the success of previous years, this year’s Big Interview gave invaluable opportunities for students to plan, 
prepare for and take part in a formal interview with external visitors 
from the wider school community. With many students dressed in 
business wear for the day and nerves running high the interviews 
were incredibly successful with some brilliant feedback from both 
students and visitors about how beneficial the experiences have 
been to support students in preparing for life beyond Ash Manor. 
Thanks must go to all of our visitors who took time from their 
working days to come in and support this event.  

Our next Personal Development Day for students will be held 
on 12th January 2017. 

Miss Raeburn
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On Saturday 26th November Ash Manor welcomed 
Mark Lloyd into their school kitchen.

Working with twelve students, aged 13 – 14 years 
old, they opened a ‘Pop Up Restaurant’.  They started 
at 10am on Saturday morning and prepared a three 
course meal for 65 guests.  Mark ran the kitchen with 
military precision and the students all got stuck in, 
chopping, stirring, mixing and baking.  The starter 
was an amazingly tasty and colourful superfood 
salad, followed by pork loin.  This was served with 
roast potatoes, kale, stuffing and cider sauce.  Dessert 
was chocolate brownie and ice cream.  The students 
had to be ready for 6.30pm when their guests would 
be seated and ready to eat!

The tables were all laid in the school dining room with candle centre 
pieces and the guests arrived to be greeted and seated by the students.  
They were then treated to an absolutely 
delicious three course meal served up 
by the students.  Mark took time out 
between the main course and dessert to 
talk to our guests and tell them a little 
bit about what inspires him to come 
and work with young people.  After 
growing up in care, Mark understands 

the importance of an inspiring teacher or role model and the difference it 
can make to young people to have rewarding and enriching experiences.   
Mark’s passion is food and cooking and he loves being able to share this 
knowledge with young people whilst giving them the opportunity to learn 
and use important life skills which come with working in a kitchen.  These 
skills include teamwork, timekeeping, resilience, working under pressure, 
delivering on time and people skills amongst others.  The students that 
took park in the challenge all thoroughly enjoyed the experience and the 
opportunity to work with a renowned chef.

All the guests were impressed with their meals, from the presentation to the 
taste.  At the end of the meal, guests were asked to pay what they thought 
the meal was worth.  After taking out the cost of the ingredients, the event 
raised over £900.00, this money will be going to Children in Need and the 
school.  The additional money raised for Children in Need takes the total 
raised by the school over the £2,000 mark.

The tables also all tipped the students so in addition to the money raised 
they all took home well-earned tips.  

The event was attended by parents and guests who were all surprised and 
delighted by the quality of the food.  Said one parent, “the food is excellent, 
I never would have believed the students cooked this, I hope they run this event 
again, I would definitely come back!”

Agnes Bailey, Headteacher, said “I’m immensely proud of our students, they’ve 
worked incredibly hard today and it’s been a unique opportunity for them to 
work with Mark [Lloyd].  It was really lovely to see so many of our parents here 
tonight as well, enjoying the school and the fantastic food.” 

The School Diners Project
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Loopy for Languages! 
Monday 28th November saw Personal Development 
Day take a turn in Modern Foreign Languages and 
Technology for a day entitled expectedly “Languages’ Day”. 
Throughout the day, students from year 7 took part in a 
carousel of sessions ranging from school taught Modern 
Foreign Languages such as German, French and Spanish 
to further afield languages such as Arabic, Russian, 
Portuguese, Italian and Greek.

For each session, students looked at the language of the 
country as well as the culture and traditions linked to it. 
Students in the German session looked at the celebration 
of Christmas in Germany, looking at the world-renowned 
Weihnachtsmarkte and the history around the creation 
of the Adventskalender to creating their own version 
using felt. Students also sampled local cuisine direct from 
Germany such as Lebkuchen and Stollen – mixed opinions 
by students and staff alike. 

Other sessions throughout 
the day included making 
traditional Greek biscuits 
shaping them according to 
the area of birth in Greece. 
Students were also treated 
to a Russian session in 
which students looked at 
the Russian alphabet and 
students created their own 
babushka doll sets. 

A successful day overall. 
Thank you to all involved.

The MFL and ADT departments.
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TEEN TECH
On Wednesday the 16th of November a group of very keen and capable year 8 girls 
were fortunate enough to attend the TeenTech STEM event held at the Surrey Sports 
Park in Guildford. The event featured a variety of STEM professionals interacting with 
students throughout the day, introduced by well-known television presenter Maggie 
Philbin! The day consisted of design challenges, where the girls from Ash Manor were 
awarded special recognition for the safety-conscious product they designed – well 
done girls! There were also several interesting and engaging demonstrations put on 
by various STEM ambassadors from local and multinational companies, and many 
chances to interact with a range of professionals in a variety of different STEM fields. 
This event not only showcased the wonderful array of interesting developments in the 
fields of Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths, but more importantly, it also 
provided a unique opportunity for our female students to engage with role models 
and become inspired to pursue careers in STEM.

Engineering a Future
On Friday the 18th of November an enthusiastic cohort of year 8 boys attended the 
“Engineering a Future” event held at the Winchester Science Centre and Planetarium. 
This very exciting day trip, which coincided with International Men’s Day, featured 

some uniquely challenging activities, as 
well as a chance to interact and converse 
face-to-face with a variety of engineering 
professionals! The day kicked off with a 
design challenge, where the boys were 
tasked with building a ramp using limited 
materials for a remote controlled car to 
jump off! The boys then had to work in 
mixed-teams with others schools, racing against the clock to 
operate a robotic arm, and finally they were challenged to build 
a tiny robot which competed in a sumo-wrestling competition! 

The day finished off with an awe-inspiring show inside the planetarium, where the students and teachers 
were treated to a virtual journey through the solar system, the galaxy… and beyond! Not only were the 
boys impressed with the show, displays, activities and challenges offered by the science centre, but they 
spent some time learning about engineering from professionals in different STEM fields, making for a truly 
inspiring day!

SATRO Construction Challenge
On Wednesday 30th of November, a small group of year 8 boys and girls were invited to Collingwood 

College in Camberly to take part in the SATRO Engineering Construction 
Challenge. There were 11 teams present, from various schools in the area, 
so the competition was fierce! The challenge itself was a difficult one: Teams 
were tasked with building a bridge that could hold a 1.25 kg mass over a 
span of 1.5 m without collapsing. Given only a limited supply of materials 
and a strict time limit, this was an exercise in teamwork, leadership, 
communication and allocation of responsibilities. Even the teachers present 
accepted the challenge and took part in building their own bridge! The Ash 
Manor students showed great teamwork and resilience, and above all else, 
a positive attitude – despite their elaborate design, the bridge ended up 
with a few weak spots. However, they managed to overcome adversity and 
salvage enough resources to remain competitive. Even though we did 
not win the competition, we can proudly say that we learned a great 
deal about teamwork and perseverance throughout the day!

Mr. J. Gilbert – STEM Coordinator

STEM Trips 2016
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Trampolining Competition
Ash Manor students had a real bounce in their step after some 
fantastic performances under the 
superb guidance of MR Rooney and 
Miss Fletcher.

Congratulations to all those that 
participated in the regional schools 
trampolining competition at 
Gillingham in Kent. There was some 
superb performances throughout 
the day. Well done to Ethan and 
Marcus Goulden, who have both 
qualified through to the zonal rounds 
taking place in Taunton Somerset 
in February. Also congratulations to 
Holly Andrews, for performance of the 
day finishing a brilliant 8th out of 64 competitors, which was 
the biggest group of the day! Bring on Taunton!

ADT and FOAM Christmas Fayre 
The ADT department and the Friends of Ash Manor collaborated to produce, what we are sure, 
will become an Ash Manor Tradition with the Christmas Fayre. The Art and Technology block was 
transformed into a festive wonderland, with a range of tasty treats and Christmas crafts on offer. 

It was a real pleasure to see the school and wider community coming 
together to create such a 
fantastic evening. Everyone 
who came certainly left full 
of Christmas spirit if a little 
lighter in their wallets.

FOAM are going from 
strength to strength and 
continue to provide the 
school with fantastic 
support through a range of 
events. 


