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Year 7 Surrey University Christmas Special
On 11th December 20 year 7 students visited Surrey University for a Year 7 action-packed Christmas 
Extravaganza! Throughout the day students explored different University courses and careers completing 

a range of lessons with a Christmas twist. The first activity 
comprised looking at careers in Drama, English and Media with 
students scripting, presenting and filming “The Rudolph Report” 
a documentary tracking Santa and his reindeers’ flight path 
around the world. 

Secondly, students 
were given an insight 
into biomedical 
sciences and other 
courses preparing for 
medical careers led by 

inspiring student paramedics. Students learned about the long 
and short term effects of alcohol (realising if Santa really drank 
every Sherry left for him he would be 58 million times over the 
driving limit!). They were able to wear a pair of goggles to replicate 
the impairment of balance and co-ordination under the influence 
of alcohol and tested if they could walk along a straight line or 
catch a ball. 

Student ambassadors 
studying physics 
encouraged 
students to test their 
understanding of 
force and angles with 
a snowball catapult 
challenge, aiming different sized ping pong balls at Rudolph’s 
nose from their own catapult mechanism. 

After lunch students puzzled over how many presents could fit 
into a sleigh with a Maths area and Volume challenge. There may be many future careers in logistics and 
strategic thinking; as pupils succeeded in maximising the amount of presents that could fit into each sleigh, 
while also ensuring the weight of the presents did not affect it aerodynamically.

Finally it was time to indulge in some Christmas 
treats by creating edible gifts in Mrs Claus’ 
Kitchen. As Christmas is often a time to 
over eat, pupils also learned about nutrition 
courses, looking at the sugar content of 
various foods, and categorising foods using a 
traffic light system. 

All pupils came away enthused after their day 
on the Surrey Campus, full of questions about 
University courses, and were inspired thinking 

about subjects they are currently studying 
and how they could be applied in the 
future. 

Elidh Cook, Head of Year 7
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Duke of Edinburgh Training Walk
Sunday 23 November saw this years first Duke of Edinburgh Training Walk take place, with both Bronze and 
Silver Award students participating.  The walk provides a valuable opportunity for the students to further 
develop their navigation skills and to their ability to function as a team in demanding conditions.

The walk begins and ends at Puttenham, with the 
students embarking on one of four different routes 
around the beautiful countryside just a few miles down 
the road from the school.

If anyone can not remember the 23 November, it is 
most likely the Sunday where you decided to stay in the 
warm for the day, daring not to venture out.  From the 
moment the students were dropped off until they were 
picked up, it poured down.  However, the students did 
not complain at any point and carried on undeterred by 
the conditions.

Groups found themselves walking through muddy 
swamps, with students wading through some of the 
localised flooding they found along the way.  Some of the groups were fortunate to go on a short cut, 
cutting out some of the worst flooded routes, walking through the grounds of a local school.

The students were enthusiastic throughout and should be proud of their determination to walk in any 
elements.  Thanks must go to the twenty three staff who joined the students on the trek, making sure all 
students were returned safely to their parents at the end of the day.

Mr M A Baines 
Head of Mathematics/Duke of Edinburgh Coordinator

World Wise Quiz Final
On Monday 1st December 6 students represented Ash Manor School at the Geographical Association 
World Wise Quiz at Gordon’s School, Woking. The students involved gave up their own time to complete 
lots of quiz practise in preparation for the event. The 6 students involved were split into two teams; team 
1 consisted of Emma Salzmann, Martin Davies and Samantha Best and team two of Oliver Youlton, Sam 

Hayes and Michael Hopper. The competition was fierce and they 
were up against 10 other teams from 5 schools, Gordon’s School, 
Woking High School, Winston Churchill, St Johns Baptist School 
and Tomlinscotte School. The quiz was very tough and even Miss 
Raeburn was feeling the heat and pressure! At the half way point 
and a break for much needed brain food the two teams from 
AMS were sitting 6th and 7th and the contest was pretty close.  
AMS team one were several points ahead of AMS team two and 
feeling confident. Another 5 gruelling rounds followed including 
questions such as ‘name the highest (by altitude) EU capital’, 
‘what is Venezuela’s main river’ and ‘what is the name given to the 
coastline such as that of Yugoslavia characterised by numerous 

offshore islands, with their long axis running parallel to the coastline’? I think you will all agree there were 
some very tough questions but our two teams did themselves and AMS proud finishing a very respectable 
6th and 7th place. AMS team 1 fought back well after the break to beat AMS team 2 to fifth place by just one 
point! The eventual winners of the quiz were Tomlinscote School. The two teams can be seen below with 
their certificates for competing in the GA World Wise Quiz. A big thank you to Miss Raeburn for driving 
the minibus and for not leaving me at Gordon’s School!!

Mr Hooper
Geography Teacher
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On the 27th November 2014,  I had the pleasure of 
watching two year 7 teams represent Ash Manor School 
at the Rotary Club ‘Youth Speaks Award’ Competition. 
As the youngest competitors in their age group their 
confidence and self-assuredness was a credit to them. 
Our venue was the University for Creative Arts in 
Farnham ; certainly an outstanding venue with state 
of the art facilities which added a certain gravitas to 
the occasion! We were also very fortunate to have 
the support of Mr David Wylde – last year’s Chief 
Adjudicator and National Theatre director for advice 
and practical support in our preparations for the event.
 
In Team 1;  Ben Grist, Matthew Smith and Louis Jefferson spoke about ‘Childhood in the 21st century’. They 
were entertaining and confident; giving their audience food for thought and a few laughs about what 
childhood should be.

 
Team 2; consisting of Ben Roberts, Isabelle Povey 
and Olivia Taylor; they shared their thoughts about 
‘Technology in the 21st Century’ with clarity and 
skill. They had fine balance of the facts, figures and 
anecdotes to address their audience.
 
The feedback from the adjudicators to the 
audience and to me privately as their teacher 
affirmed what we already knew – Year 7 are 
amazing and that despite losing by only 1 point 
Olivia won the title of ‘Best Proposer of the Vote of 
Thanks’ and Isabelle was successful in winning ‘Best 
Main Speaker’! This is quite an achievement as the 
teams they competed against were in year 9.
 

All six students should be commended for representing themselves, their year group and the school in such 
an outstanding manner. They really did live up to our school motto of ‘Aspire and Achieve’.

Melanie King, 2nd in English

Surrey University visit Ash Manor
On Wednesday 26th November 2014 Surrey University visited Ash Manor School. A team including a lecturer 
and two current students at Surrey University visited to give an hours presentation to year 9. The aim of the 
visit was to inform all of the students on the following:
•	 Why	go	to	University
•	 What	Universities	there	are	and	where	they	are
•	 What	courses	they	provide
•	 How	to	apply	to	University
•	 What	you	will	need	to	achieve	to	get	into	University
•	 What	might	stop	you	from	going	to	University	and	how	to	overcome	this
•	 What	life	is	like	at	University 

The student ambassadors from the University did a question and answer session which meant that the Ash 
Manor School students could hear all about University from people who are currently studying there. 
Thank you to Surrey University for coming in and presenting.

 Miss E. Kettlewell
Head of Year 9

Youth Speak Awards



04

Lawrence Boyington wins the 
Junior Karting Championships!

This is the 6th year Lawrence has been karting. He moved to the Junior Rotax formula at the beginning of the 2014 
season. Taking part in both the Camberley championship at Blackbushe and the Forest Edge championship near 
Andover. As usual, he had some ups and downs during the year, including writing off his kart chassis mid-season 
in an incident at Camberley. In the end he came 4th at Forest and has won the Junior championship at Camberley, 
with 6 victories in the finals, and with a meeting to spare. Next year the plan is to move to the Senior Rotax class 
where he will be racing against drivers aged 16 and above. Well done Lawrence and good luck for next year!

Mufti Day
On the 27th of November, Ash Manor successfully held its first Mufti Day of the year. Staff and students alike 
joined forces and raised a whopping  £1,566. The money will be evenly divided amongst the school’s House 
Team charities: Macmillan Cancer Support, Help for Heroes, Cancer Research UK, and Shooting Star Chase.

The fancy dress theme for this Mufti Day was “what I want to be when I’m older.” It was fantastic to see so 
many staff and students involved; the atmosphere around the school was even more enthusiastic and lively 
than usual. Students transformed into a range of future hopes and dreams, ranging from footballers to 
doctors.

It was extremely endearing to see staff and students pull together to demonstrate such generosity in 
supporting others through these charities. We’d like to break this record, and raise even more money next 
time!

Our next Mufti Day is on the 19th of December, and we’re asking all staff and students to don their ugliest 
holiday jumpers! We’re asking students to donate  £2 to participate, and staff to contribute  £3. All proceeds 
for this particular event will be donated to the Save the Children organisation. Save the Children aim to put 
children’s needs first by helping impoverished youth in over 120 countries. 

If you wish to make an additional contribution to this organisation, please visit their website: 
savethechildren.org 

Valerie Howe
Head of Venture House


