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    Welcome to the AMS Newsletter 
The AMS Newsletter has been compiled by a mixture of teachers and 

students to present what we have done  this term at Ash Manor School. 

Student Senior Leadership Team and the Student Council have pieced it 

together in order to share some of the achievements  that our students 

have been involved with.  

A Message from SSLT 
As the year draws to a close we would like to take this opportunity to congratulate you all 

for everything you have achieved this term. 

There have been many exciting trips, performances, exams and activities which have 

showcased the incredible hard work that both students and teachers have  undertaken.   

As SSLT, we have been privilege to attend meetings, organise assemblies,  work on projects 

and of course help out at school events.  We thank you for all the work you are doing to 

make sur that our school feels like a community.  

We hope you have a restful and enjoyable Christmas and look forward to seeing you  in 

2019! 

 

 

If you would like to get 

involved with the Easter 

edition of the newsletter 

speak to Mrs Wilson or a 

member of the SSLT team. 
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A Message from House Captains 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

    

Message from the 
House team 
Merry Christmas students,  

From all of us at Ash Manor. 

This year please bring us 

Pens, rulers and planners. 

 

Merry Christmas students, 

Enjoy the festive food; 

Mince pies, turkey and stuffing 

But remember to be good. 

 

Merry Christmas students,  

We hope you get your wish 

And January will be here soon 

We’ll see you in a swish! 

Merry Christmas Galileo! 

Hope you enjoy the holidays and 

enjoy eating lots of chocolate! 

‘The past cannot be changed, the 

future is yet in our power!’  Have a 

good Christmas Sparta. 
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High Achievers 

 This term Head Girl,  Katie Plews has decided to find out more about what our students 

get up to outside of school. Just as with inside school we like to celebrate the 

achievements of our students, we also know the importance of extra-curricular clubs, 

which foster and develop different skills, and we as SSLT would like to in turn reward 

these. 

This is why we have created our More Able Pupil scheme celebrating the unique 

achievements of our students. 

The following students have been selected to be part of this exciting group: 

 Maddie has passed her grade 4 classical guitar exams, she is currently working at 

grade 5 standard and hopes to take her exam in Easter 2019. 

 Eden plays netball for Rushmoor Netball Club at regional level  and passed her grade 

6  in gymnastics last year. 

 Chloe is competes as a gymnast in national competitions and shows at an elite level. 

 Maddy is on grade 5 tap and grade 4 modern and ballet.  

 Paige does Karate, she is currently a brown stripe belt and has been asked to 

compete in the Worlds 2020 in Kata. 

 Leah has been awarded  both Bronze and Silver awards at the British Championship 

of bird carving. For next year Leah will attempt two carvings one interpretive and one 

realistic.  

 Izzy is currently at a grade 4 for Drama and singing, she also performed at the Elen 

Kent Opera Company. 

 

 

 

On Friday 14th  

December we  

celebrated their achieve-
ments with a Pizza and 
cupcake lunch .  

 

If you are involved with 
something  that you 
think we should cele-
brate  then let the school 
office or one of the SSLT 
know. 
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Star Bakers 
Signature- Izzie Fanthrope 

Biscuits – Maddie Jenkins Woodford 

Cake Week - Anesu Kadzombe  

Pastry Week - Joseph Peacefull 

Hot dessert -  Casey Paine 

The showstopper– Eleanor Lowery 
 

The Staff Bake Off Winners– Mr Casey and 
Miss McCarron 

 

Needing  something to keep you warm this winter? 

 

Try Mr Calvert’s Recipe for Christmas Indulgent Hot Chocolate  

 

 Serves 4 

500ml Milk 

150ml Double cream 

100g Dark chocolate 

50g Milk chocolate 

Top with marshmallows, whipped or squirty cream and grated chocolate to serve. 

 

Method 

Pour the milk and double cream into a medium saucepan.  

Add the dark chocolate and milk chocolate, and cook on a low heat stirring with a whisk every so often 
until well combined and smooth. 

Ladle into mugs and top with the marshmallows, dollops of cream and grated chocolate. 
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A Christmas Carol  

On Thursday 6th of December 2018, the whole of Year 7 

excitedly gathered in the main hall, gazing up at the stage to 

watch Ginificent’s portrayal of ‘A Christmas Carol’ by Charles 

Dickens because they had been studying it this term. Ginificent 

had travelled all the way from Liverpool to perform and, let me 

say, it was not a disappointment. 

First of all, the staging was extremely well made and too three 

days just to varnish Scrooge’s office. The detail of it was on 

point and faithful to Dickens’ novel. I also liked it for another 

reason- the design of the ghosts seemed to compliment the 

stage very well. 

Now, on to arguably the most important aspect of the 

Christmas classic, Ginificent’s portrayal of Scrooge was 

fantastic. His portrayal near the start of the performance was well done and faithful to his cold personality, and Scrooge 

nearer to the end was spot on. Scrooge’s costume was intricately designed and tailored to both the actor and Scrooge 

himself. However, one thing I do have to criticise about Scrooge was 

the fact that he seemed very agile for an old man, which was not in the 

original novel. 

In the play, the other characters were almost as great as Scrooge. 

Personally, I found Jacob Marley’s mask to be wonderful (in a terrifying 

way). The first and second ghosts were some of my favourite characters 

throughout the whole performance, the Ghost of Christmas Past being 

especially eerie and shrouded in mystery. Fred and his family were very 

relatable and humorous- well, as much as an upper class Victorian can 

be. Bob Cratcht was very expression ate; so was his wife. Despite all 

this, it is disappointing to discover that Tiny Tim, while he was part of 

the story, was not physically there, and also the fact that the Ghost of 

Christmas Yet to come was a coat hanger on wheels. No, you didn’t 

misread that. 

But then again, there’s only so much you can expect from a theatre of three people. 

My favourite moment from the play was when Scrooge was making amends for his past. It was very enjoyable and satisfying 

to see. 

Overall, Ginificent’s interpretation of ‘A Christmas Carol’ was excellent 

and great to watch; the detail was perfect and the costumes were varied 

and screamed “Hey, 

look at us, we have 

better costumes than 

you.” I would give 

Ginificent’s version of 

‘A Christmas Carol’ by 

Charles Dickens a four 

star rating out of five. 

By Stanley Shanks 7P1 
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Kenya 
Going to Kenya was a “once in a lifetime opportunity” 

– so everyone said. But, for me, it was much more than 

that. I would like to share some of this amazing 

experience with you. There were three main parts of 

the expedition: the primary school building project, 

climbing Mount Kenya, and the two safaris, which 

were both absolutely incredible! 

The first safari, at Ol Pejeta, was simply amazing. We were in a minibus with a raised 

roof, so we could stand and see everything all around us. We managed to see 4 out of 

the “Big 5” African animals: lion, elephant, buffalo and rhinoceros. We only missed the 

leopard, as they usually only come out at night. We were especially lucky to see the 

lions, as they can be quite rare, and white rhinos, which are critically endangered. We 

saw the last two left on earth! We also managed to get really close to a pair of lions, 

quickly took some great photos and then drove off! Next, we encountered a herd of 

elephants feeding near the path, and felt like they were almost close enough to touch! 

For me, this was the best part of the whole expedition. 

On our second safari, we went through Hell’s Gate 

National Park on rented mountain bikes. We managed to 

see many more animals, such as giraffes, gazelles, zebras 

and warthogs. It was hard work cycling through the park, 

but we were lucky enough to stop for an excursion down a 

huge gorge. Finally, our safari ended with a restful visit to 

a beautiful thermal spa, which was heated by the natural 

hot springs in the rocks beneath the park. This was such a 

nice reward for our tired, aching muscles.  

I would highly recommend anyone to consider going 

on a similar expedition, if they can, quite simply 

because it has taught me so much about the world, 

life, and myself – and how lucky I truly am! 

Charlie  9S2 
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Music at AMS 

Choir is a club that is always expanding and learning. Over the last year, choir 
has grown so rapidly in numbers we can barely fit in the music class. We have 
especially grown in male members as we have more than doubled. Choir is 
always looking for more members to sing their hearts out to prove how 
amazing our school is. Choir has recently put together two new songs: ’A 
Million Dreams’ from The Greatest Showman and Toto Africa. The choir 
debuted these songs at the Community Concert on Wednesday 21st November 
which was enjoyed by parents and members of the local community of Ash. By 
Mason Eady 

 

Over the last year bands at AMS have really taken off. This term both the KS3 
band and the KS4 band have been hard at rehearsals in preparation for the 
Community concert, the Christmas Concert and for the Music Tour to Paris 
taking place during  Challenge Week  2019. 

 

Students at AMS have made amazing progress over the last term, when asked 
about music at Ash Manor they said: 

 

“We did choir in our old school, so we wanted to join when we started as we 
love singing. It is good fun, ‘A Million Dreams’ is our favourite song to sing.“ 

Ellie and Louisa, Year 8 
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR 

ESCAPE ROOM 
‘We managed to book a date for the Escape Room 
before Christmas. It was a very fun and enjoyable 
experience that I would do again. At the end you get to 
leave with the treasure and praise points. When you are 
escaping the room you get to work together as a team, 
and it is great because you get to spend time with your 
friends.’       

 Anesu Year 7 

 

 

 

‘Make sure you and your friends work well as a team. 
Would you like an exciting adventure, for free?  My 
name is Bip and I escaped the room. It’s a room filled 
with puzzles to answer in under an hour. Eight or 
nine to solve until you get to the treasure and the 
key. The intensity of it all! It’s seriously fun and 
exciting, my experience was amazing. Go and play 
today!’  

Bipasha Year 7 

GYMNASTICS 
 

On Fridays, Ash Manor holds a gymnastics club for all years, girls and boys. This 

can help children with their flexibility and opportunities to try new things. In our 

opinion we have lots of fun. We have grown in capability to do new skills and 

grown in confidence. We would love for more children to join gymnastics. A 

huge thank you to Miss Fletcher for running the club every week.  

 

By Kiera  and Heather  
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House Dance  
Well done and thank you, to those who danced and came to watch our successful, second 

House Dance competition in November. The night went off with a bang, with Galileo’s dancers 

taking to the stage and getting a well-deserved round of applause. One of our pupils told us  

“We are very dedicated and worked hard to create a performance you would enjoy”.  

Phoenix was up next ,and they smashed it ,with two of their dancers stepping in at the last 

minute. With the bar being set high, Venture’s dancers confidently performed, and one group 

even had someone singing for them (amazing). They too had  had someone stepping in for them 

last minute.- Katie Ferns, who learnt the KS4 dance in a lunchtime (very impressive!) and 

performed alongside her sister.  

Last but not least ,our final house performed making all of Sparta house 

proud. Three of Sparta’s dancers ,only had a week to practice and danced 

like they had danced together for years. All students did their Houses proud, 

so a massive well done. 

By Faith Doyle and Alice Backhurst  

 

 

 

 

“A fantastic showcase of the talent at Ash Manor School that 

really brought all the houses together”  Mr Carter. 

“What a wonderful evening that really showed the community 

spirit we have here at Ash Manor. Everyone should feel very 

proud of all the excellent performances 

that have gone into this evening. A big thanks to the House Team  for all 

their help and support.”    Miss Reid  

 

 

More Dance success! 
 

From Friday 30th November until Sunday 2nd of December,  

students from AMS  went up to Blackpool for the Supadance 
Ballroom and Latin finals to represent their Dance Schools.  
  

We are incredibly proud of them and the achievements of our 
students, and their Dance Schools, at this prestigious event. 
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RAINBOW CLUB  ‘a safe place to be yourself without judgement 
(we’re a club not a jury)’ 

 

Students who attend say that Rainbow Club is ‘a safe place to be 
yourself without judgement (we’re a club not a jury)’.  They add that 
‘we respect everyone’s opinions’ and ‘we listen to each other’ and ‘we 
learn about past LGBT issues and celebrate LGBT achievements’. 

 

Every week we look at a different topic eg bi-visibility, the ‘gay agenda’, 
transgender from the perspective of a doctor.  Last week we watched a 
film made by college students called ‘Outed By My Heart’ which was 
moving and hilarious at the same time. Next week’s topic for discussion 
is ‘LGBTQ Life around the world – are their rights the same as ours?’.  
You can just listen or actively join in the discussion – it’s up to you!. 

 

We have two students on SSLT who represent us on the school council 
and they are Toby and Jake.  They have taken our request of a LGBTQ+ 
awareness day in February to Miss Bailey and it has been agreed we 
can hold a cake sale on that day for a local charity.  If anyone would like 
to help us, by baking cakes or selling them at break and lunch time, 
please let Miss Moore know. 

 

Rainbow Club meets every Tuesday lunch time in 020.  We have 
between 6 and 12 students joining us each week at lunch time, many 
bring their lunch and we eat together.  It is open to everyone (students 
and staff) – whether you are questioning, have friends or family who 
are LGBT, or just want to support this fabulous community within our 
school, all are welcome. 

 

We look forward to seeing you soon and don’t forget to check our slide 

on the Tutor Time PowerPoint, showing upcoming themes for 

discussion over the next few weeks. 
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CCF Training Camp  
 
We previously went on a camp as part of the 

CCF to Crowbrough training camp. We learnt 

quite a few skills, including continuing our 

first aid training and asking questions about 

it; Duke of Edinburgh training practice; map 

and compass; learning the duties of an NCO; 

and a command task. Each task had its own 

speciality and I enjoyed all of them and I 

managed to learn something from each les-

son that we had over the weekend. A lot of 

the cadets enjoyed the command task as it was different to what we are usually used when 

training to be a cadet. This is especially at school. Overall, I thought the camp was really 

good and it encourages us to use our new-found skills. Hopefully when the new cadets 

start joining us on these camps, the can find new skills like 

us when we started. Every camp is different but every 

camp is fun in their own way. Thanks to the cadet staff 

who made this happen! 

Cdt. Turner  
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CCF continued… 
 
The combined Cadet force was never something I saw myself 
doing. Typically, girl 2)8the idea of wearing MTP and march-
ing around with rifles was not something I desired. When Ms 
Bailey first announced that the CCF was coming to Ash Man-
or, I thought it was an amazing opportunity for both students 
and staff to be involved in. 
While many of our students already have talents both in and out of school, sport, cooking, art, mu-
sic, drama, languages and the list goes on. I felt that something like the CCF brought in new opportu-
nities and gave those that needed it a home, eager for this venture to take off I signed myself up and 
became an officer. Since then the CCF has flourished under the command of Captain Hutton and Ms 
Bailey, under the watchful eye of both 2nd Lt Edmondston and myself. The cadets themselves have 
hosted celebration parades, arranged fairs and governors days and attended remembrance services, 
not to mention attended several camps; teaching cadets skills such as field craft, first aid, drill, map 
and compass, teamwork and expedition adventure training. There have been many laughs and a few 
tears along the way but AMSCCF is something that will test you both physically and mentally, will 
teach you leadership and teamwork and will overall be a great 
laugh. 

If you would like to join ca-

dets we train every Monday 

night during the term time 

from 3-6pm. 

Or for more information 

speak to Captain Hutton, Sgt 

Major Charmers or 2nd Lt 

Edmonston. 
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Christmas arrives at Ash Manor! 

 

 

 

Christmas Fair 
To kick start the Christmas celebrations AMS hosted it’s annual Christmas Fair.  Some of the 

amazing stalls on offer were the  radiant raffle , creative cadets , tasty treats and many many 

more. One of the most popular stalls was the  candyfloss and hotdogs that were set up 

outside. There were some tables inside that sold perfect small gifts that were under £5 and 

great for Secret Santa. Some fantastic year 8s sold hand decorated candle holders. The Art 

Department along with some Key Stage 3 girls sold dazzling decorations.  We are looking 

forward to next year , we hope its as good as this year .  

By Erin Granville and Charlie Foster 

 

 

 

AMS Christmas Concert 
On the 18th of December Ash Manor hosted its second Christmas concert.  

A special thank you for coming out on this wintery evening and supporting our amazing students. We hope 

you enjoyed the performance and enjoyed seeing the incredible work that our students are doing everyday 

here at Ash Manor. On behalf of the  Performing Arts team we wish you all a very merry Christmas and a 

happy New Year.               

 

Christmas Jumper Day for Save the Children 
 
Staff and students took part in the 'Save the Children' fundraiser by wearing 
their festive knits! Ms Allen (pictured) went all out and decorated her own 
woolly creation in aid of this great charity. We are hoping to build on this 
year by year and raised just over £210 for this brilliant charity. Thank you to 
all who took part. 
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Year 11 Geography trip- On Friday 7
th

 December, the geography students 

of Year 11 embarked on a trip to Somerset to complete their fieldwork ready for 

their GCSE. This gave us many opportunities; giving us the chance to bond with 

our peers as well as working as a team to complete our data collection in various 

locations. On Friday, we travelled by couch straight down to Taunton – our 

Human Geography location – where we completed our first set of data collection by looking at how 

successful the regeneration of this urban place was. As we arrived in Taunton we were greeted by our tutors 

from the fieldwork centre, who took us to our first location, working our way back towards the centre of the 

town. While we walked we made various judgements on the success of the regeneration, including looking 

at the Index of Decay and completing an Environmental Quality Assessment, both looking at how completed 

the regeneration projects were and how Taunton was progressing in certain broken down areas rather than 

as a whole town. This helped us to come to a conclusion overall to our enquiry question of whether the 

regeneration of Taunton had been a success. We realised that in most areas regeneration had been 

completed, some areas were In the process of doing so and a few areas were waiting to start. Having the 

tutors was a huge help as they could tell us information we may not have found out otherwise, like a huge 

contributing factor to why one of the areas had not yet finished regeneration as the building company deal 

with Taunton had fallen through and they had lost the builders. We followed on this day by asking many 

members of the public their view on Taunton’s regeneration which gave us an insight into how Taunton had 

changed and the majority of their populations view on was as most of us hadn’t visited Taunton before 

which therefore meant we had nothing to compare it to. We only had a short shower in Taunton! 

Later on, we travelled to the fieldwork centre (Nettlecombe Court), where we got settled into our rooms and 

had dinner. In the evening we had a lesson, in which we presented our data found earlier that day using 

Radar Graphs which was a new type of graph for us to learn how to 

use.  We enjoyed some free time later that evening and then all went to 

bed. 

On Saturday we woke up and got sorted before shortly heading off to 

Porlock Bay – our Physical Location – it rained from the moment we left 

the fieldwork centre to the moment we got back! Good job we had 

waterproof clothing! We spent time at various points along the beach 

using equipment that no one had used before which gave us the opportunity to gain knew skills and 

experience new ways of collecting data using a klinometer to see the beach profile and the steepness of the 

beach. We used callipers to measure the size of rocks so we could compare this along the beach to see the 

effect of longshore drift and the difference along the beach in sediment size and shape. After this we 

travelled a bit further to Minehead to a sandy beach to see what coastal management had been used to 

assure that the beach was kept how it was due to the high economic demand around that part of the beach. 

Using the skills we had learnt throughout this day we then followed this up with another evening class to 

update our folders with presenting the data we had collected during this day. The weather didn’t help us 

during this day however everyone carried on and this day turned out to be enjoyable.  

On Sunday we had a full English breakfast to start off the day, followed by a long morning session. This 

enabled us to finish any data presentation and start to evaluate any data we had collected and start to think 

about different methods and limitations we came across. This helped us think about the type of questions 

we may get asked in our GCSE. The whole trip was enjoyable, getting to spend time with friends while being 

out in different environments. This made us able to put what we 

have been talking about for months and been preparing for in 

our lessons into practice and allowed us to visually see it.  

Thank you to Mrs Couch, Miss Griffiths, Mr Casey, Mr Walton, 

Miss O’Hare and Mr Gilbert for giving up your weekends to enable 

us to have this opportunity. A huge thank you for Mr Walton for 

staying up so late on the Saturday night but the biggest thank 

you goes to Mrs Couch for organising the whole trip and giving 

us all memories and an overall great weekend away. 

By Abbie Hurcombe and Albert Robinson 



16 

 

 

Merry Christmas and 

a Happy New Year 

from everyone in the 

Ash Manor School 

community. 


